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President Jim Garganôs Corner- 
  

On Friday, our club participated in its 84th Passing the Gavel dinner.  As President, this event was of  great 

importance to me. As I reflect on the past year as President and re-examine my goals for the club for 2009-

2010 year, I began the year hoping to make sure we had interesting speakers, had some different events that 

had more fellowship involvement including  family members, wanted to emphasize recruiting new members, 

hoped for more participation as a major contributor to a worthy causes locally and internationally, and  wanted 

to make sure we ran several effective fundraisers. 

 

Speakers during the year included John Savage, an historian and filmmaker, who spoke on General 

Rochambeau, political candidates Rudy Marconi and Justin Bernie, the Korean Spirit and Cultural Group, Tary 

Tarltonôs mountain climbing film, Carl Baileyôs Nicaragua work and Frans Boetes work on the  restoration of 

WWII ships.  We had scholarship winners as our speakers during the year, as well as having various club members speak.  

 

In addition, we had a tour of the new Danbury Police station, featured two dinner dances at the Portuguese Club and were guests, 

for the first time in history, with the Brewster New York Club. We had a golf tournament, a special picnic at the Lucchesi  home, a 

Holiday Hoopla Luncheon and had a visit from our District Governor, Colin Gershon. 

 

Our club was fortunate to induct six new members during the year, we donated $3,450 for the Rotary Club burn center in Managua, 

Nicaragua, but our club did fall short in running an additional fundraiser. 

 

At times the job as President, due to the loss of a club secretary and procuring speakers, was demanding and time consuming, but it 

was definitely fulfilling. I hope I lived up to your expectations as President. I believe that the club is a stronger and more vibrant 

organization as I pass the gavel on to Paul. It was my pleasure and honor to be the President of the Danbury Club for the year 

2009/2010 and I pledge my support to incoming President Paul. 

 

Although I would like to thank everyone who supported me in person, accept this as my token of appreciation, and gratitude. 

Whenever I needed someone to help out, they were always there. 

 

Finally, please remember Eleanor Espinosa in your prayers and wish for Godôs help to assist Miguel and his family in their time of 

loss. 

      The Passing of the Gavel Dinner Dance at the Ridgewood Country Club, with Minimal Comment - 

 

(Left) The outgoing officers, left to right.  

Allison Fulton, Jim Gargan, Paula Greenberg, 

Anita Ragona, 

Paul Palanzo, 

Frank 

Acquanita, Mike 

Searing, and 

Bob Vetter. 

(Right) Caryl 

Lucchesi, 

organizer of the 

event, and John 

Lucchesi, the  

Master of 

Ceremonies. 
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The Incoming Officers and Board listen to District Governor, Julieanne Reppenhagen, inform them of their 

duties and responsibilities as they take over the 2010-11 leadership of The Danbury Rotary Club. From left to 

right: Julie Reppenhagen, Paul Palanzo, Paula Greenberg, Dan Theriault, Tom Tazza, Frank Acquanita,  

Michel Searing, Anita Ragona, Allison Fulton, Bob Vetter and Jim Gargan. Carl Ann Giannico was absent. 
 

Larry Andrea provides the invocation (left) 

 

DG Julie welcomes Paul Palanzo to the Presidency, and President Jim hands him the gavel. 

 

In addition to Paul Palanzo, Paula Greenberg and 

Allison Fulton received Paul Harris awards, but there 

are two more to be awarded. We will have to wait and 

see who these two deserving individuals are.  

Most of Paulôs family was there to cheer him on. 

                                                                                 


