
  

 

 
 

From the Editor’s Desk: 
  She loved golf, she loved 

bridge, she loved her family, 

and especially the  love of her 

life, Miguel.  The loss of 

Honorary Rotarian, Eleanore 

Espinosa, is a blow to the Club, 

and all of the many friends who 

admired her and loved her. She 

was such a gracious lady. We 

will all miss her terribly.  

   Several weeks ago, Eleanore 

was featured in the Spoke as the 

primary “hat person” attending the Club (remember, 

Danbury was once the hat capital of the nation). Eleanore 

had hats for all occasions, and they were all attractive and 

tasteful. Eleanore 

was a lady, and she 

dressed the part. 

   More 

importantly, 

Eleanore was a 

warm, gracious 

human being who 

has been actively 

involved in her 

various 

communities, all of 

her life.  She lived in Mexico, 

earned her nursing degree in San 

Francisco, and married Miguel in 

Mexico City (her nurse training 

came in handy when she and 

Miguel became involved with a 

group of flying Rotarians 

transporting sick and injured 

patients from rural areas to urban 

hospitals).   

  They moved to Colorado, back 

to California, then Mexico again, 

Louisiana, and in 1963 she came 

with Miguel to 

Connecticut.    

    All of us 

were given the 

honor of 

attending 

Eleanore and  

 

 

 

 

 

“Mike’s” 60
th
 wedding anniversary 

at a grand event at the Amber Room 

in 2007. They would have 

celebrated their 63
rd

 anniversary this 

coming Sunday.  

  Eleanore leaves behind her 

beloved husband, 

Mike, her sons, Mike 

and Roberto, her 

daughter-in-law, Jill, 

her two grandchildren 

David and Jessica, David’s mother, Evelyn, 

granddaughter-in-law, Alison, and her two 

great grandchildren, Chloe Mei, and Ella Lin. 

   Friends will be received at the Green 

Funeral home, Sunday, 2 to 5 pm.  

  In lieu of flowers, donations can be made to 

the New Fairfield/Danbury Women’s Club, the Danbury 

Music Centre, or the Rotary Club of Danbury. 

                                       Ralph Welsh, Spoke Editor  
 

     Dates to Remember:  
6/30 Luncheon Meeting with the Brewster, NY, club. 

10/23 Card Raffle Dinner 

 

   Amber Alert- 
7/12 4 H Building, Stoney Hill, Bethel 10 am-3 pm 

7/17 Ridgefield Kids Day 11 am to 4 pm 

7/30-31 Village Fair Days, N. Milford, 10 am to 4 pm 

9/11-12 Taste of Danbury, Center, noon to 7 pm 

9/25 TBA Milford Green, Nutring Families 

10/23 Children’s School, 118 Scottsfieldtown Road, Stmfd, 1 pm-3:30 

pm 

 

Today’s Luncheon: Club Assembly— 

 Today, of course, Eleanore’s passing was the focus of 

Club discussion, but there were 

some lighter moments.  Will 

Houston announced his 

engagement, and Frank Acquanita 

wished him a long, happy, and 

fruitful engagement, which was 

worth a good laugh. Will will be 

leaving us soon, to pursue further 

education. We will miss all he has 

contributed to the Club. 
  Both Allison Fulton, and Anita Ragona have prepared  3 

outstanding baskets to be raffled off  at the Gavel Dinner. 

Get your tickets now. They are going fast (oops, by the time 

you get this Spoke, it will be too late). 
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   Jim thanked everyone who helped him out this year, and 

will be adding more “thank you’s” at the dinner. He also 

read sections of several letters from our scholarship 

recipients. What we do is appreciated, and we all appreciate 

the work Jim has put in this year. Paul will be our leader in 

two days. Please give him all the support  you can.    
    

Tary’s son, Tary is back from the Summit of Denali, and 

has over 250 photos he will share with us. It must have 

been a remarkably satisfying achievement.  

 

And the Winner of the Weekly Drawing  Was---   

 

…anybody’s guess. Your Editor had to duck out before the 

drawing. 
 

 

Visiting Rotarian: 

  Michael Matheny, of the 

Milwaukee Sunrise Club, was in 

town today to visit his son.  Good to 

break bread with you, today, 

Michael. Come again, soon.  

 
 

A Rare Trip to Cleveland: 

Your Editor and his wife 

slipped off to Ohio to see 

our granddaughter, 

Samantha for her first 

birthday. What a cutie she 

is. Judge for yourself. Sam 

is the one on the left. 
  

 

 

 

 

More a Rotarian than Many Members: Eleanore Espinosa 

was more involved   

in Rotary than many 

of our own members. 

She attended most of 

our functions, actively 

participated  in the 

Amber Alert program, 

and was the fire that 

lit the fuse resulting in 

an initially reluctant Rotary president, Miguel. He went on 

to serve a very productive year in Rotary, and Eleanore was 

the power behind the throne. She confided to me, “I told 

Mike he had to do it. I wouldn’t take no for an answer,” 

and serve he did—admirably. Thanks Mike, and thank you 

Eleanore. You did good.  

 
Make-Ups 

Mon. 12:15 pm, Norwalk,    

Norwalk Inn 
Mon. 6:15 pm,  Newtown, Inn 

at Newtown, 19 Main St. 

Mon. 6:00 pm, Brkfld, Mario’s 

Pasta Garden, 174 Federal 

Rd., Brkfld 

Tues. 12:15 pm, Westport, Inn 

at Longshore, 260 Compo Rd, 

So 

Wed. 12:15 pm, Danbury, 

Ethan Allen Inn 

Wed. 6:30 pm,   Ridgefield, 

Sagi Rest 23 and a half 

Catoonah St. 

Thurs. 12:15 pm,   New 

Canaan, Roger Sherman Inn 

Fri. 12:15 pm, Wilton, Greens 

Conval. Home, rear, Wilton 

Fri. 7:30 Danbury Sunrise, 

The Club at   WestConn,  

Westside Campus 

                                 “SERVICE ABOVE SELF” 

                                      

Will Houston’s Engagement: The Talk of the Club- 

 

 As we said on 

page one, Will 

announced his 

engagement at 

the Club. 

Someone said 

something 

about being 

married 46 

years and they 

had never 

killed each 

other. President Jim commented, “If one of them had, 

they would be free and out of jail by now.”   
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