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President Jim’s Corner: At this week’s meeting we hosted
the GSE team from South Africa. It was a very interesting and
informative meeting, and the caliber of our guests was
remarkable. It is a humble and broadening experience to meet
such outstanding people from other countries,
and to share with them their country and their
culture.

On Thursday, we had our Board of Directors
meeting, where we discussed our annual gift
giving to various charities. The Board decided
to be a major contributor to the Children’s Burn
Center in Nicaragua, following Carl Bailey’s
moving luncheon presentation regarding the
Center, and their ongoing requirements to do the job they need to
do. Our Vision Program gave Carl’s program a ringing
endorsement. Carl has put much of his own money, and a lot of
blood, sweat and tears into the project. We need to support true
humanitarians like him.

Also discussed at the meeting, was the possibility of a major
fundraiser we so desperately need. Paula Greenberg was able to
get in touch with actress Mia Farrow ‘s staff who would be
willing to be our guest speaker at a Polio Plus breakfast in April
2011! How sweet that is. The proceeds from this breakfast would
go toward the Club’s commitment to Polio Plus. We will also
need a strong commitment from club members to make this a
success. Kudos to Paula. She makes things happen.

The passing of the Gavel dinner will be held at the
Ridgewood Country Club at 6:30 PM Friday, June 25, 2010.
Caryl Lucchesi, who has set up the program so well in the past,
will be mailing invitations shortly.

Our annual Card Raffle Dinner will be held this year on
Saturday, October 23, 2010. We are hoping that Saturday will
increase participation at the event and in turn sell more tickets.

We are still asking Rotarians who have not done so, to
contribute $100 to the Sustaining Member fundraiser. | can never
say too much about the importance of this. Also, the Club has to
remember that if we don’t get enough Rotarians to participate, the
Club will have to make up the difference for the District.

Our Speaker for this Wednesday is Stavros, who owns Olympic
Personal Trainer, speaking on fitness. Our Speaker for
Wednesday, May 26, is Rotarian Frans Boetes, who will speak
on his maritime work and reclamation of old navy vessels. Please
plan on attending. Yours in Rotary, Jim

Dates to Remember:

June 20-23, 2010, RI 101% Annual Convention, Montreal
5/19 Staveros, Olympic Personal Trainer
5/26 Frans Boetes on restoring WWI1 naval vessels.
6/2 Scholarship Luncheon
6/16 Laura Goldstein, Human Resources Law
6/25 Gavel Dinner, 6:30 pm, Ridgewood Country Club
10/23 Card Raffle Dinner
Amber Alert-
6/6 Brookfield Fire Dept 11 am to 3 pm
6/12 4H building, Stony Hill 10 an to 3 pm
10/ 23 Children’'s School,
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Today'’
Africa--

Our speakers for this week’s luncheon were a remarkable group
of professionals from South Africa. The team leader was Andre
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Brandmuller, a lawyer. The team members were Shaakira Chaya,
a medical doctor, Ishoo Motimedi, an HIV/AIDS clinic manager,
Murray Tomas, and educator, J.L. Liebenberg, an environmental
specialist, and Shaun Francis, a senior executive manager in the
beer industry. Few of us realize how intensive the selection
procedure was in picking these 5 outstanding men and women.
Shaun explained that went through a three
tier process to be selected, and was one of
200 applicants from the Rotary District in
which he applied. These 5 unique folks
were selected from a pool of 500 applicants
in all. Boy. That’s tougher than getting into
Harvard.

Your Editor first met them at the District
Conference in Vermont, and was impressed
with their humor and awareness of what
Rotary stands for. They presented a side  Our GSE point man
splitting skit, poking fun at each other Larry Andrea
(especially J.L.s penchant for repeatedly losing her wallet).

Andre, the team leader, wanted to know those projects that make
District 7980 special; he also wanted to see a U.S. courtroom in
action, and visit a litigation legal practice. Sean hoped to get a
better handle on the U.S. beer market, wanted to attend a major
league baseball game, have a Mystic Pizza, and sample some of
our fine beer—which he did following our luncheon. Jeanne-
Louse (JL) wanted to visit a U.S. environmental consultant,
people involved in mining, an animal rehab center, and some of
our community centers. Murray wanted to learn more about our
educational system, and visit some schools working with high
risk students. Moiseraela (Ishoo) Motimedi wanted to visit some
of our hospitals and community AIDS clinics. Shaakira, a
pediatrician, also works with AIDS patients, and would like to
know more about our treatment of this disease. She also would
like to visit several of our hospitals and clinics, and look at some
of the advanced medical equipment the US is using.

Your Editor was fortunate to spend the Danbury day with the
group, and was impressed with all 6 of them. | was particularly
moved by a statement made by Sean while we were sitting at the

cmaall drinkéng albees. Sean tabkeda With sirgaerespassian,raliput the
wonderful time he had experienced since arriving in the US April
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18™. He asked me to thank the Rotary Club of Danbury for their

warm welcome, and Larry Andrea for scheduling the meeting at
the Chamber of Commerce, and with the Mayor, followed by an
afternoon of basically leisure which they all needed. This GSE
Team exemplifies what Rotary is all about, fellowship and
international understanding.
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Luncheon Guests:

|
DISTRICT GOVERNOR

&N

Delia Isaacs  Carol Brown

Rotarian Frans Boetes returned, Julie

Isaacs, a South African herself, Carol Brown, a
prosepetive member, and Dale Appelgreen, also
a prospective member, were at our luncheon.

Dale Applegreen

And the Winner of the Weekly
Drawing Was: Pres. Jim.

Now we know the whole thing is
rigged.

Reppenhagen our new DG, attended--and Deliea

Make-Ups

Mon. 12:15 pm, Norwalk,
Norwalk Inn

Mon. 6:15 pm, Newtown, Inn
at Newtown, 19 Main St.
Mon. 6: 00 pm,
Pasta Garden, 174 Federal
Rd., Brkfld

Tues. 12:15 pm, Westport, Inn
at Longshore, 260 Compo Rd,
So Treasurer

Wed. 12:15 pm, Danbury, Sergeant at Arms
Ethan Allen Inn Membership Chair
Wed. 6:30 pm, Ridgefield,
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President-
President- Elect
Vice President
Secretary

James Gargan
Paul Palanzo
William Houston
Pamela Burdette-
Miller
Frank Acquanita
Michael Searing
Paula Greenberg

Sagi Rest 23 and a half Directors-
Catoonah St. Anita Ragona Allison Fulton
Thurs. 12:15 pm, New Marvin Paige Bob Vetter

Canaan, Roger Sherman Inn
Fri. 12:15 pm, Wilton, Greens
Conval. Home, rear, Wilton
Fri. 7:30 Danbury Sunrise,
The Club at  WestConn,
Westside Campus

Carol Ann Giannico
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Food for Thought:

And there was a lot of it (food) at the Ridgefield Barbecue
honoring our two GSE Teams, the one that visited out Club
(South Africa) and a second team from Australia, that was
hosted by other clubs in District 7980. Many dignitaries
were there from the District, and a great time was had by
all. Here are a few photos from that night:

éand few more from the
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