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From the Editor’s Desk: Immersion in a True Rotary
Experience! The District Conference in Vermont:

R President Jim, his wife Jackie, your
Editor, Ralph Welsh, and our
Membership Chairperson, Paula
Greenberg went to the District
Conference, and we all had a fabulous
time. The highlight of the Conference
was a presentation of the combined
Pres. Jim and wife Jackle GSE Teams, who presented a
sidesplitting skit we hope will be presented, at least in part, at our
luncheon meeting.

We were all impressed with the
incredible programs that were honored,
daily, during the convention. Sue Akins
presented a slide
show showing all
of the programs
each club in the
district was
Past DG Rick Benson engaged in, locally,
nationally, and internationally. It was
nothing short of mind boggling. Numerous
clubs are involved in clean water projects,
many are providing educational Pam Aikins and
opportunities to 3" world children, Bill Thompson
and clinics and medical support were common
among the clubs. Locally, there were programs
involved in cleaning up waterways, giving out
dictionaries to school children, and assisting in a
myriad of community projects. It really makes one
proud to be a Rotarian. The flag ceremony
involving a parade

Exchange Student, Maddie Mueller, hosted by Naugatuck
of flags representing all of the
countries we are connected with, was
impressive, as was the ceremony
involving the passing of the
Governor’s Collar. The Collar
originated as a symbol of friendship
between a DG nominee from London
England, Bill Carter, Julie and Friend
and Connecticut DG Gilman C. Gunn, Sr. in
1960. The Color has the name of every past DG

Paula and DG Julie

on a brass nameplate, and is passed down the line,
from Governor to Governor, until DG Colin
Gerson places it on
the incoming DG, who this
year is our own (morning
club) Julie Reppenhagen. A
top-hat is also passed down
the line along with the collar.
Danbury is full of pride.

We are happy to report that our club won the District Governor
Citation and the President Citation awards. Also, our GSE Team
from South Africa were at the conference, and they put on a
terrific and very funny show there. Don’t forget to go to the GSE
send off barbecue in Ridgefield, Friday at the Boys and Girls
Club, from 6 to 9 pm, at 41 Governor Street, in Ridgefield.

President Jim is still looking for those who haven’t become $100
Foundation Sustaining members to do so, soon, and adds his best
wishes for all of our spouses and mothers to have had a happy and
fulfilling Mother’s Day!

Dates to Remember:

June 20-23, 2010, RI 101* Annual Convention, Montreal
5/12 GSE Team Visits Danbury for Lunch

5/13 Board of Directors, Chucks, 5:30 pm

6/2 Scholarship Luncheon

Amber Alert-

5/12 VNA Central CT, Berlin CT

6/6 Brookfield Fire Dept 11 am to 3 pm

6/12 4H building, Stony Hill 10 an to 3 pm

10/23 Children’s School, 118 Scoffieldtown Road, Stamford

Today’s Speaker: Justin Bernier, Republican Candidate
for the 5™ Congressional District--

Our speaker for this week’s luncheon
was Justin Bernier, who hopes to win a seat
in Congress next November. He knows he
has an uphill battle, but he hopes he can
pull together enough grassroots support to
be the man to win.

Bernier is a fiscal conservative, Afghan
vet, and an appointee of Governor Rell. He
is proud to
have led an
historic initiative to preserve the
Groton Sub Base, and states on his
website, “I am running for Congress
with a responsible economic plan—
not more leaps of faith.”

A\ 3 2 Bernier’s plan has 7 legs: Reduce
Speaker with Associate government spending; encourage
exports at home; remove trade barriers overseas; stop raising

taxes; stop punishing job creators; encourage

Dan Theriault and Tom Taza mull
over the message

innovation; and finally, lower
energy costs through greater
output and conservation.

The agenda is ambitious, and
the task ahead daunting. We wish Justin Bernier the best of luck
in his difficult quest.
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Luncheon Guests:

It was a pleasure to see ship restorer/Florida
Rotarian Frans Boetes back at our luncheon.
Frans has been a frequent guest as of late.
Perhaps he enjoys the food, but we hope it is
the fellowship that keeps drawing him back.
We’ll see you again, soon, we suspect.

Happy Birthday!

Bob Vetter and Paula Greenberg added
another year on, and we all sang that old
happy birthday refrain (out of tune, of
course) for the two of them. We hope they
each have many more in the future. We need
Club members like Paula and Bob around
for a good, long time.

A Group of Us Went Dancing at the Portuguese Club—
We all had a great time, and celebrated

Paula Greenberg’s birthday the second
time in one day.

Make-Ups

Mon. 12:15 pm, Norwalk,
Norwalk Inn

Mon. 6:15 pm, Newtown, Inn
at Newtown, 19 Main St.

Rotary Club of Danbury
Officers 2009-10

Mon. 6:00 pm, President- James Gargan
Pasta Garden, 174 Federal President- Elect Paul Palanzo
Rd., Brkfld Vice President William Houston

Pamela Burdette-
Miller

Frank Acquanita

Michael Searing

Paula Greenberg

Tues. 12:15 pm, Westport, Inn
at Longshore, 260 Compo Rd,
So Treasurer

Wed. 12:15 pm, Danbury, Sergeant at Arms
Ethan Allen Inn Membership Chair
Wed. 6:30 pm, Ridgefield,

Secretary

Sagi Rest 23 and a half Directors-
Catoonah St. Anita Ragona Allison Fulton
Thurs. 12:15 pm, New Marvin Paige Bob Vetter

Canaan, Roger Sherman Inn Carol Ann Giannico
Fri. 12:15 pm, Wilton, Greens
Conval. Home, rear, Wilton
Fri. 7:30 Danbury Sunrise,
The Club at  WestConn,

Westside Campus

Spoke Editor: Ralph S. Welsh
203-938-2820 / rswelsh@mail.com

Food for Thought:

Failure is one of the best educational experiences a
person can have. If we look at failure as a lesson, and
not a defeat, it can be a stepping stone to ultimate
success. Of course it can be painful, and unpleasant.
So...on second thought...just avoid it if you can.

An Unexpected Bonus to the Convention was a
Brief Trip to the shores of Lake Champlain! Here
are Some Views:

Julie Reppenhagen was
everywhere at the convention,
and Charlie was right ,
there by her side. We p—
can see in the final
panel, Julie means
business, and is
telling us, “I’m
relying on all of you,
now!” No grass will
grow under her feet.




