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From the Editor’s Desk: The legacy of the Hatting
Industry—Less Hats, but Rotarians Still Wear a Few,
and Some, like Frank Hauser with Great Style

It is often said that the demise of the
hatting industry, in Danbury, began when
JFK stopped wearing a hat to important
functions. Hatting was a big thing in
Danbury, years ago, and it dominated the
landscape as far as employment was
concerned. Whenever one sits down to
enjoy a thriller on Turner Classic Movies,
all of the guys are wearing hats. Humphrey
Bogart looked terrlflc in his fedora, and a

gangster would not be caught dead
without a hat on his head, and a
white hankie protruding from his
jacket. 3

When Frank
Hauser
showed up,
this week, in
his stylish felt
fedora, he
sparked a

measure of nostalgia in the heart of
that the wearing of hats is not stone cold dead, in Danbury. No sir
rie, and, the lowly hat will hold a prominent place on our new
banner. No, we
the value of a good, 9
stylish hat. We just
display themina
We thought we would show s
you a few examples of what one can see, from time to time, at
our Club. Among those who have
suspect that
Eleanore Espinosa
takes the prize for
and greatest
variety of
headwear. In any

your Editor, who decidea it was high time to show the community
haven’t forgotten
1ess common manner, that’s all. OBAMA
adorned their heads with a hat, we
the most attractive,
event, a tip of the

L
hat to all of
you, who have shown the Club
your own unique head gear.

The GSE Team Will Be Here Soon:

Larry Andrea again wishes to remind all of us that that the GSE
Team, from Africa, will be visiting our Club May 12", in less
than two weeks. But that’s just part of the festivities.

-When the Team meets at our luncheon on, 5/12, in Danbury, If
you would like to be part of the Danbury tour, please contact
Larry Andrea. He would be glad to have any of us tag along.
-May 14", there will be a free barbecue at the Boys and Girls
Club in Ridgefield. We hope to have a carpool for this event.

These are very special people, and all leaders in their fields.
Pleas meet these great people. They were at the Convention in
Vermont, and they are all delightful—and funny!

Dates to Remember:
June 20-23, 2010, RI 101 Annual Convention, Montreal
5/5 7pm to 10pm, Portuguese Club Dinner Dance
5/12 GSE Team Visits Danbury for Lunch
6/2 Scholarship Luncheon
District Activities:
4/17 District Assembly, Sheraton 4 Points, Meriden
4/30 to 5/2 District Conference, Burlington, VT
Amber Alert-
4/24 Fairfield Rotary, 370 Beach Road, Fairfield
4/25 March of Dimes, Danbury City Center 10 am to 2 pm
5/1 Kids Day, Danbury Hospital 11 am to 2 pm
5/12 VNA Central CT, Berlin CT
6/6 Brookfield Fire Dept 11 am to 3 pm
6/12 4H building, Stony Hill 10 an to 3 pm

10/23 Childre n’ s School , 118

Today' s [EmrkRayloretheVery Unique
Communlversny Program:

Our speaker for this week’s luncheon
was Derek Roy, a most remarkable
WestConn student, and in his position,
an even less likely community organizer.

Derek is a unique young man, with
boundless energy, and even more talent.
He even had the audacity to run for the
City Council on the Republican ticket—
and barely lost. He has served on
numerous committees, and chaired many programs on
campus, but his pet project is the Communiversity, an
omnibus project which brings numerous university
programs and community programs together so they can
dialogue with one another. In fact, it unites the University
Council, the City Council, City Center, and numerous city
volunteer agencies, and he has formed an advisory board
that sports the who’s who of Greater Danbury.

So how did Derek do this? Through a lot of effort and
commitment. He’s a unique individual, and the type of
young person Rotary needs aboard to move our
organization into the 21* Century.
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Luncheon Guests:

Attorney Carol
Brown (far
left) returned
for another
look at our
Club. We hear
rumors she
will be joining
- “ soon. Let’s
hope so. Also, a young lady came with our speaker. We missed
her name, but will try to find that out for next week’s Spoke. It
appears that she and Derek are very close, however (in reality),
they are looking at her cell phone photos of Derek at the podium.

Luncheon Tidbits:

Three accountants were sitting in a boat...wait! That’s
another story, but 3 CPAs were sitting at the Editor’s table--
our newest inductee, Dan Theriault, Frank Hauser, and
President Jim. That’s a lot of number crunchers in one
place. Frank offered the insiders joke, that CPA means
cleaning, pressing and alterations. Anyone behind in filing
their tax return? We have three Club members that can help
you. All Club members, of course, are ready to serve.

And the Winner Was:

Now this is getting
suspicious. The keeper of the
tickets and cards, Bob
Vetter, has won againd so
why didndt h
winning card? We suspect
he didndot wa
eager to win.

Mon. 12:15 pm, Norwalk,
Norwalk Inn

Mon. 6:15 pm, Newtown, Inn
at Newtown, 19 Main St.

Rotary Club of Danbury
Officers 2009-10

Mon. 6:00 pm, President- James Gargan
Pasta Garden, 174 Federal President- Elect Paul Palanzo
Rd., Brkfld Vice President William Houston

Pamela Burdette-
Miller

Frank Acquanita

Michael Searing

Paula Greenberg

Tues. 12:15 pm, Westport, Inn
at Longshore, 260 Compo Rd,
So Treasurer

Wed. 12:15 pm, Danbury, Sergeant at Arms
Ethan Allen Inn Membership Chair
Wed. 6:30 pm, Ridgefield,
Sagi Rest 23 and a half

Secretary

Directors-

Catoonah St.

Thurs. 12:15 pm, New
Canaan, Roger Sherman Inn
Fri. 12:15 pm, Wilton, Greens
Conval. Home, rear, Wilton
Fri. 7:30 Danbury Sunrise,

Anita Ragona
Marvin Paige

Allison Fulton
Bob Vetter
Carol Ann Giannico

Spoke Editor: Ralph S. Welsh
203-938-2820 / rswelsh@mail.com

The Club at WestConn,
Westside Campus

Food for Thought:

A pious soul dies, goes to heaven, and because he
was such a good Rotarian, St Peter allows him to have
an audience with the Virgin Mary. He is, of course,
overwhelmed with the honor, asks for her blessing,
then blurts out, “Why, in most of your paintings did
you appear as a bit sad, or a bit wistful? Is everything
O.K.?” Mary reassures her visitor, “Oh, everything is
just great. No problems. It’s just...well, it’s just that
we had always wanted a daughter.”

After Winning 3 years in a Row, We (the Spoke)
Have Now Lost 2 in a Row at the District: Drats!

~— . Mike Busler, of the East

. Hampton club, mocks us, along
with his daughter Lizzie. Oh
well. Mike, by the way, has
adopted a number of orphans.
tha ians do things like that,
when they work with 3™ world
kids, and just have to take some
of them home.

Passing the gold DG Collar and the DG Hat at the Convention. Each of
the past DGs will put on these two items, remove them, and pass them on
until they end with Julie Reppenhagen, our new District Governor, (left)
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