
  

 

 
 

President Jim’s Corner- 
   After the last two weeks of long 

hours, late nights, and little sleep, tax 

season (for the most part) has ended. 

On Monday, I had my right shoulder 

athroscopically repaired. It was a bit 

awkward but I was able to make 

Wednesday’s meeting.  I want to 

thank Paul Palanzo for running the 

last two meetings. 

   Next week (April 30 to May 2) our 

District Conference will be held in 

Burlington, VT. Registration to this event is closed. The GSE 

team from South Africa will visit our district 5/09 through 5/15 

and they will be at our club for lunch on May 12. There will be a 

farewell cookout at the Boys and Girls Club in Ridgefield on 

Friday the 14th. All members are invited to attend. 

   The scholarship committee will be conducting student 

interviews on Monday, May 10 at WestConn downtown. The 

scholarship luncheon is June 2 at Ethan Allen. All Rotarians 

should plan to attend this wonderful event. The City of Danbury 

is sponsoring its annual Clean City Danbury Day on Saturday, 

May 1. The city is asking for Rotarians to volunteer to help with 

this project. I will have sign up sheets at this week’s meeting. Our 

speaker for this week meeting is Derek Roy speaking on the 

WCSU Communiversity Program. 

   As I sit here and type with one hand, I can’t believe that my 

term as President is almost over. Some of my goals have been 

achieved but still others remain undone. One important goal was 

to try and get each member to contribute $100 to the District 

sustaining members. As of this date, we have only had 11 

members contribute. Our club has 45 members. Maybe I have not 

emphasized this worthy cause, but I must again appeal to you to 

make your contribution. I have pledged over $3,000 to the district 

for this and we will have to make it up as a club. Last year we had 

over 26 members who gave to this cause. So let’s try and at least 

equal last year’s effort. Contributions can be made up to May 15. 

   Please make an effort to attend this week’s meeting, the weather 

is warmer and instead of making an effort, why don’t you make it 

an event to attend. 

   Yours in Rotary,  Jim 

 

The GSE Team  Will Be Here Very Soon: 

 

Larry Andrea again  reminds us that that the GSE 

Team, from Africa, will be visiting our Club May 

12
th

.  But there is more, much more.  

-When the Team meets at our luncheon on, 5/12, 

in Danbury, If you would like to be part of the 

Danbury tour, please contact Larry Andrea. He 

would be glad to have any of us tag along. 

-May 14
th

, there will be a free barbecue at the 

Boys and Girls Club in Ridgefield. We hope to 

have a carpool for this event. LET’S ALL 

ATTEND THIS FUNCTION! 

  

 

 

 

.   Dates to Remember:  
 June 20-23, 2010,  RI 101

st
 Annual Convention, Montreal 

4/28 Derek Roy on the WCSU Communiversity Program 

5/12 GSE Team Visits Danbury for Lunch 

6/2 Scholarship Luncheon 

   District Activities: 
4/30 to 5/2  District Conference, Burlington, VT 

  Amber Alert- 
4/24 Fairfield Rotary, 370 Beach Road, Fairfield 

4/25 March of Dimes, Danbury City Center 10 am to 2 pm 

5/1 Kids Day, Danbury Hospital 11 am to 2 pm 

5/12 VNA Central CT, Berlin CT 

6/6 Brookfield Fire Dept 11 am to 3 pm 

6/12 4H building, Stony Hill 10 an to 3 pm 

10/23 Children’s School, 118 Scoffieldtown Road, Stamford 
 

Today’s Speaker: President of the Danbury 

Westerners, Mike Malone--Let’s Play Baseball--or 

More Exactly, Let’s Watch it! 
  Our speaker this week was Mike 

Malone, who spoke on a local asset, the 

Danbury Westerners baseball team.  The 

Westerners have been providing 

summer entertainment for 16 years now, 

and their mission is to add value to the 

quality of summer living in the greater 

Danbury area.  They use pro-potential 

college players recruited from all across 

the U.S. and fourteen former Westerners 

have made it to the Major League level. Their games are 

fun, priced right, and the kids are allowed to keep the foul 

balls.  

    Our speaker invited us to open our homes to the non-

local players, and donate whatever we can to this all 

volunteer effort, including your time, taking tickets, and 

helping out.  In June they will play every night (except the 

7
th
, 13

th
, 20

th
 and 28

th
. The 26

th
 

will be an afternoon game. 

The schedule is similar for July.  

  Friday, June 4
th
, a celebrity 

breakfast will be held at the 

Amber room, at 7:30 am. Meet 

the great Tommy John who was 

a Dodger, Angel, White Sox and Indian Pitcher—and 

finally a Yankee, who pitched for 26 years in the Major 

Leagues.  

  In any event, come on down to the ballpark, and have 

some fun this summer.   
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Luncheon Guest: 
 

Florida Rotarian/Lion 

WWII ship restorer 

Frans Boetes dropped 

by again this week, 

and compared notes on 

building stuff with 

Tary Tarlton. Good to 

see you, again, Frans.  

 

 

Erratum: 

 

  Last week’s Spoke was incorrect in reporting that Frank 

Acquanita’s son was going to London. It was Frank 

Hauser’s grandson, who is now attending the University of 

Washington, and will be spending a semester in London if 

he can find a plane flying there due to the volcanic ash. 

Transportation to Europe has now improved, so we suspect 

he won’t have to catch that ride on a tramp steamer going to 

Europe via Singapore, anymore.  

    

And the Winner Was: 
  

 

 

 

Miguel Espinosa.  He was happy with 

the $10.00, but expected more with 

the card draw. The big bucks were not 

there. The card wasn’t even close. In 

any event, he won enough to buy 7 

more chances in next week’s drawing. 

That’s better than nothing, Miguel—

but not much. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pres. Jim looks over a 2 

page letter from the Haitian 

Health Foundation, thanking 

us for our $2,500 gift. It was 

moving and informative, but 

the time was so limited, it 

had to be passed on . We will 

condense it for next week’s 

Spoke 
 

 

 

Mon. 12:15 pm, Norwalk,    Norwalk 

Inn 

Mon. 6:15 pm,  Newtown, Inn at 

Newtown, 19 Main St. 

Mon. 6:00 pm, Brkfld, Mario’s 

Pasta Garden, 174 Federal Rd., 

Brkfld 

Tues. 12:15 pm, Westport, Inn at 

Longshore, 260 Compo Rd, So 

Wed. 12:15 pm, Danbury, Ethan 

Allen Inn 

Wed. 6:30 pm,   Ridgefield, Sagi 

Rest 23 and a half Catoonah St. 

Thurs. 12:15 pm,   New Canaan, 

Roger Sherman Inn 

Fri. 12:15 pm, Wilton, Greens 

Conval. Home, rear, Wilton 

Fri. 7:30 Danbury Sunrise, The 

Club at   WestConn,  Westside 

Campus 

 

 

Musings on Playing Baseball as a Kid: 
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