
  

 

 
 

A Critical Comment from the Editor’s Desk: Thinking 

Way Outside of the Box in Recruiting New Members-- 
 It is clear that our Club needs to recruit new members. Here is a 

modest proposal: 

1-We should provide amnesty from any club duties for 3 

consecutive months for all member drop-outs if they return for at 

least an equal amount of time with 90% attendance; we could 

give them a new club banner, too.  

2-We might offer a  toaster, or an 

electric toothbrush for each new  

member who joins the Club.   

3-We could make an attempt to 

encourage as many Lions as we can 

to switch clubs.   We can point out 

how much more fun it is to be a 

Rotarian, and how much more 

prestigious it is (keep this suggestion 

under tight wraps; most Lions 

mistakenly think their club is as 

prestigious as ours). 

4-Each club member should make 

each of their children and 

grandchildren sign a pledge, that if 

they don’t become Rotarians,  they 

will be disinherited. 

5-We can point out to all of our conservative associates, they have 

a friend in Rotary. We can do the same for our liberal friends.  

6-We should consider putting flyers on all cars in the mall that 

have bumper stickers indicating they brake for animals (this 

shows a humanitarian bent).  

7-If you ski a lot, you could stand in the singles line, and talk 

about Rotary all the way to the summit with your seatmate.  If 

you do scuba—forget it; you can’t talk under water. 

8-Consider talking up the value of being a Rotarian at fish 

markets, baseball games, and with the guy standing next to you in 

the public lavatory. Don’t miss an opportunity to “boost” the 

club.  

9-Always conduct yourself with dignity. It’s face to face contact 

that is the best recruiting tool of all. If you do something really 

stupid, though, don’t let anyone know you are a Rotarian. Identify 

yourself as a Lion. 

  Ralph S. Welsh, Spoke Editor and Editorializer at Large  

  
 

 

Not all 

luncheon 

guests are 

happyðbut 

ours always 

are! 

   
 

 

 

 

 

No Luncheon Today, Because It was Thursday, But If 

We Had Met, our Speaker Would Have Been a   

Member of the Tory Militia Had he Been Around, 

Then:  
  If we had scheduled a speaker today, it would have been 

someone who loved their British roots and was unhappy with 

outcome of the American Revolution—a history buff, with 

English sympathies. A colorful person who could explain what 

the country would have been like had the British army stayed in 

Danbury after they had burned it, and the British had ultimately 

won the Revolutionary War. Our guess is that he would tell us: 

1-America would now be a colony of England, and would be 

named, The United States of New England. We would have a 

Minister to Britain, but no president. We would end up with really 

bad English cuisine. 

2-Our legislature would be bicameral, with a House of Lords, and 

a House of Commons.  The Lords would all come from the blue 

blood Boston society stock. Everyone else would be relegated to 

the House of Commons. 

3-We wouldn’t have any Tea Party protestors, and the tax on tea 

(especially Earl Grey) would be horrendous. 

4-We would still be at war with Islamic terrorists—that’s a given. 

Estimates would be that the war with terrorists would end in the 

year 6237 (using Nostradamus as a prognosticator). 

5-The most famous monument in D.C. would be the Benedict 

Arnold Arch.   

6-Soccer would be the national sport. The only black basketball 

team would be the Harlem Globetrotters. Most soccer teams 

would consist of all African New England players. 

7-Our cars would be British engineered, and would have a 

frequency of repair record equivalent to that of the Yugo. 

8-There wouldn’t be any bank bailouts, and the value of the 

American (oops, New England) dollar would be 10 to the English 

pound. 

9-The national bird would no longer be the turkey, but would be 

the English sparrow. 

9-There would be no Google, Microsoft or Kentucky Fried 

Chicken. The latter would be a national tragedy.  

  President Jim Wins the Card Draw Raffle, and Pulls a 

Special Card! 

 

  

 

 For the first time in 

Club History, a member 

has pulled the elusive 

ñGet Out of Jail Freeò 

card, redeemable at the 

new Danbury Police 

Station. What a lucky 

guy! 
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The New Banner Has Been Chosen! 
   Hatting  is our heritage, and the banner represents all that 

Hatting was to Swampville, our original name, which we were 

going to use, but we’re no longer Swampville, and so that was 

that.  

     

The message reflects the good, the bad and the ugly of  hatting, as 

it should. The committee had difficulty deciding if the Mad 

Hatter’s hat should be green or blue. This was debated until late 

into the night, until the Chairman fell asleep and the die was cast.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

A brief 

pictorial 

history of 

Stuffing 

the Vials 

for the 

Card 

Raffle-- 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Mon. 12:15 pm, Norwalk,    

Norwalk Inn 

Mon. 6:15 pm,  Newtown, Inn at 

Newtown, 19 Main St. 

Mon. 6:00 pm, Brkfld, Marioôs 

Pasta Garden, 174 Federal Rd., 

Brkfld 

Tues. 12:15 pm, Westport, Inn at 

Longshore, 260 Compo Rd, So 

Wed. 12:15 pm, Danbury, Ethan 

Allen Inn 

Wed. 6:30 pm,   Ridgefield, Sagi 

Rest 23 and a half Catoonah St. 

Thurs. 12:15 pm,   New Canaan, 

Roger Sherman Inn 

Fri. 12:15 pm, Wilton, Greens 

Conval. Home, rear, Wilton 

Fri. 7:30 Danbury Sunrise, The 

Club at   WestConn,  Westside 

Campus 

 
Guests: 

  None, Nada, not a single person showed up for the non-meeting. 

We were stunned, but not surprised. Had someone shown up, we 

could have given them cookies and coffee, and introduced them 

to the March Hare. 

 

Michael Searing 

Tunes into Little 

Green Men! 
Pres. Jim was amazed to 

discover that Mike 

Searing was picking up 

signals from outer 

space. Marvin Paige 

scoffed at the idea, but 
not Jim. Mike is as 

honest as a former 

bank examiner could 

be, so we believe 

him. By the way, the 

aliens have made it 

known they are 

partial to Rotarians.  

Rotary Club of Danbury 

Officers 2009-10 

 

Boss                              James Gargan 

Boss- Elect                     Paul Palanzo           

Vice-Boss                       William Houston 

Paper Pusher                 Pamela Burdette-  

                                                Miller 

Money Handler             Frank Acquanita 

Basket Passer                 Michael Searing 

Member Chaser              Paula Greenberg 
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Anita Ragona      Allison Fulton           

Marvin Paige      Bob Vetter           

                 Carol Ann Giannico             
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