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A Comment from the Editor’s Desk: Easter: More than
a Christian Holiday—A Day of Bonnets, Bunnies, and
Colored Eggs--

We all know that Easter is a Christian
Holiday celebrating the Resurrection of
Christ. Few know that it is currently
celebrated on the Sunday following the
first full moon after the vernal equinox.
Fewer know that prior to 325 AD it was
celebrated on various days until the
emperor Constantine decided that
enough was enough and specified the
day we now observe.

The Easter bunny isn’t a modern
addition, either. It originated with the
pagan festival of Eastre, and was
introduced to America by the German
settlers who arrived in Pennsylvania Dutch country during the
1700s.

The precise origin of the ancient custom of coloring eggs is not
known, but did represent a fertility symbol celebrating the
renewal of life in the springtime.

The idea of an egg laying bunny come to us via the Pennsylvania

: Dutch, along with
Eastre, and according

Easter, circa 1942.
Your Editor is the
third from the left

to an old legend only
good children
received gifts of
colored eggs in the
nests that they made
in their caps and

' bonnets before
Easter. Did the bad ones get a lump of coal? We don’t know, but
with the secularization of Easter, we have to assume the
merchants rejoiced. More stuff to sell. More people coming into
the store.

Still, it is one of my favorite holidays. It’s a great time to get
together with the family, and color eggs with the kids—followed
by deviled eggs for the next two weeks for breakfast.

Ralph S. Welsh, Spoke Editor

Dates to Remember:

June 20-23, 2010, RI 101* Annual Convention, Montreal
4/7 Mark Robinson on the 2005 Avon Mountain Accident
4/14 Joe Barnes, Esg. on Asset Protection

6/2 Scholarship Luncheon

District Activities:
4/17 District Assembly, Sheraton 4 Points, Meriden
4/30 to 5/2 District Conference, Burlington, VT

5/12 GSE from S. Africa visits Danbury

Amber Alert-

4/3 Prospect fire Dept 10 am to 2 pm

4/24 Fairfield Rotary, 370 Beach Road, Fairfield

4/25 March of Dimes, Danbury City Center 10 am to 2 pm
5/1 Kids Day, Danbury Hospital 11 am to 2 pm

5/12 VNA Central CT, Berlin CT

6/6 Brookfield Fire Dept 11 am to 3 pm

6/12 4H building, Stony Hill 10 an to 3 pm

10/ 23 Children’s School ,

Ellis A. Tarlton 111 (Tary Jr.) Gets High, Mountain
Climbing Around the World:

Tary Tarlton started climbing
mountains 8 years ago, and is
clearly infected with the bug. At
lunch, today, he showed us some
breathtaking photos, and talked
about adventures most of us can
only dream of.

Tary’s ambition is to eventually
climb what is known to those-in-
the-know of mountaineering as
the 7 summits, originally suggested by Richard Bass, and
later revised by Reinhold Messer. -
The 7 summits refer to the highest .
mountains in each of the continents
of the world. Tary has now attacked
two of them (Kilimanjaro in Africa,
and Aconcagua, in Argentina) but s
had to turn back from the latter due to terrific winds, and
unbelievably cold temperatures. In 2000, 8 climbers died
on Aconcagua, and 2 years ago 280 had to be evacuated
after getting into trouble. After weeks of
preparation his party made it to 20,000
feet (the summit is 22,800). He also
showed us climbing pics of his successful
climb up Eldorado Peak, in the Cascades.

Climbing is
"4 obviously a
r dangerous sport. In
addltlon to a misstep that can land a
climber in a crevasse, the climber has
to be careful to acclimatize
himself/herself to avoid high altitude
disease (pulmonary edema, or cerebral
edema). Untreated, it can quickly :
result in death or brain damage Summit of Kilimanjaro
But the risks never deter the inveterate climber. When
George Leigh Mallory was asked by a New York Times
reporter why he wanted to climb Mt Everest, he replied,
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with four words belonging to posterity:“Because it is

there.” His body was found on the Mountain 75 years later.
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Mike Searing’s Wife to Have Knee Surgery:
Sorry to hear that Mike’s wife needs to have her knee

fixed. We wish her well, and fully expect it to be

successful.

Guests:
...and Many Happy Returns:

THE PROUD
STEPMOTHER

THE PROUD
FATHER

To the left, Nels deAlmeida talks to our frequent guest Rotarian

from Florida, Frans Boetes. To the right are the proud parents of
our luncheon speaker, Rotarian Tary Tarlton with his guest, wife
Adele, and they deserve to be proud! By the way. How many of
you knew Tary was taken from the last four letters of Rotary?

And the Winner Was:

Bob Vetter. How does he keep doing it?
Still, he hasnot
yet, but webre ke
for skullduggery. In any event,
congratulations, Bob. You just won
enough cash to buy a big chocolate
Easter Bunnyd not the hollow kind, but
the one that is solid through and through.

Mon. 12:15 pm, Norwalk,
Norwalk Inn

Mon. 6:15 pm, Newtown, Inn at
Newtown, 19 Main St.

Rotary Club of Danbury
Officers 2009-10

President- James Gargan Mon.6:00p m, Br kf | d,
President- Elect Paul Palanzo Pasta Garden, 174 Federal Rd.,
Vice President William Houston Brkfld

Pamela Burdette-
Miller

Frank Acquanita

Michael Searing

Paula Greenberg

Secretary Tues. 12:15 pm, Westport, Inn at
Longshore, 260 Compo Rd, So
Wed. 12:15 pm, Danbury, Ethan
Allen Inn

Wed. 6:30 pm, Ridgefield, Sagi
Rest 23 and a half Catoonah St.

Treasurer
Sergeant at Arms
Membership Chair

Directors- Thurs. 12:15 pm, New Canaan,
Anita Ragona Allison Fulton Roger Sherman Inn
Marvin Paige Bob Vetter Fri. 12:15 pm, Wilton, Greens

Carol Ann Giannico Conval. Home, rear, Wilton
Fri. 7:30 Danbury Sunrise, The
Club at WestConn, Westside

Campus

Spoke Editor: Ralph S. Welsh
203-938-2820 / rswelsh@mail.com

The District Conference:

There is still time to register for the District
Conference in Burlington, VT, April 30" to May 2".
If you are new to Rotary, this is the once conference
that should be a “must” on your agenda. Although the
time has run out for a guaranteed room, your Editor
just secured one two days ago. You can sign up on line
by typing the following into your browser:
http://Rotary2010.GalaxyStar.com Hope to see a nice
contingent, there, from Danbury Rotary.

Thought for the Day:

LOOKING UP AT THE UNIVERSE
IS NOT BUILT INd@
WOLVES, YESS

BOB BERMAN
STRANGE UNIVERSE
ASTRONOMY MAGAZINE
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ACONCAGUA

ELDORADO -
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KILIMANJARO, UHURU PEAK
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