The Spake

Rotary Club of Danbury

www.danburyrotary.org

March 17, 2010

P.O. Box 788, Danbury, CT 06813

President Jim’s Corner:

The District needs two more host
families for the May Group Study
Exchange from South Africa. The
members of these groups are always
the cream of the crop of their
respective countries, and this group is
no exception. The members are:
Shaun Francis who is employed in
marketing; Moiseraela Motimed, who
is a male nurse, and Thomas Murray,
who is a teacher/administrator. Hosting a GSE group
member is particularly enjoyable if that individual shares
some of your interests, and there are Club members who
would be a good match for one of the three. Please think
seriously about being a host family. You will be glad you
did. Contact Larry Andrea if you want to help out.

Our scholarship luncheon is coming up soon. We were
fortunate to have representatives from both Danbury High
School, and New Fairfield High School who provided
valuable input on our scholarship selection process, at the
luncheon. Thank you, Jeannie Denko and Clare Raneri.

I would like to thank Paul for filling in for me, several
weeks ago. | understand he did a masterful job in running
the meeting. | suspect | will be pressing him back into
service, soon.

Yours in Rotary, Jim

Dates to Remember:
June 20-23, 2010, RI 101* Annual Convention, Montreal
3/24 Creative Group on ldentity Theft
3/31 Open Fellowship Meeting
4/7 Mark Robinson on the 2005 Avon Mountain Accident
4/14 Joe Barnes, Esg. on Asset Protection
6/2 Scholarship Luncheon

District Activities:

4/17 District Assembly, Sheraton 4 Points, Meriden
3/27 Rotary Leadership Inst., New Haven

4/30 to 5/2 District Conference, Burlington, VT
5/12 GSE from S. Africa visits Danbury

Amber Alert-
3/20 First Congregational Church, Danbury 11 am to 3 pm
3/21 Sport Area, 37 Lanes Ville Rd, Danbury 10 am to 4 pm
3/27 Kids Day, Danbury Hospital 11 am to 2 pm
3/28 Wilton High School 10 am to 4 pm
4/3 Prospect fire Dept 10 am to 2 pm

4/24 Fairfield Rotary, 370 Beach Road, Fairfield

4/25 March of Dimes, Danbury City Center 10 am to 2 pm
5/1 Kids Day, Danbury Hospital 11 am to 2 pm

6/6 Brookfield Fire Dept 11 am to 3 pm

Allison Fulton Speaks on the Scholarship Program--

We are in the final days of preparation
for our Annual Scholarship Luncheon,
and Allison talked about the fact that in
spite of the economic down turn, we will
not be skimping on the scholarships this
year, but will have to draw more heavily
on the Trust than we normally do.

There was some discussion on the rules
for becoming an applicant, and it was
generally agreed that the rules need some
tweaking. As Clare Raneri, of New
Fairfield ngh School pointed out, the 5!
duel restrictions that a person must have
unusually good academic credentials,
and at the same time must attend
WestConn has essentially closed out
most, if not all applicants for these
restrictive scholarships.

We also need to
advertise the
scholarships more
widely, and work
Jeannie Denko more closely with
the schools at a personal level.

Clearly our scholarships are our most
pricey gift during the year, but the
dividends of these gifts continue year
after year in the lives of those students
who received them, and many of the Clare Raneri
winners have remained boosters of Rotary their entire lives.

We’ll see you at the luncheon. This is a program you can
not miss.

The buds in the Editor’s back yard—it was a long winter!
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Report from DG Colin Gershon:

Please think seriously of sending as many club
members as you can to the leadership Institute Saturday, March
27", It is specifically useful to new members, and to those on
leadership tracks. Three levels are offered, and those who have
never attended a leadership event should register at level one.

We can’t guarantee a room at the Sheraton, in Burlington, for the
District Conference after March 15", but we will do our utmost to
find lodging for any interested Rotarian who decides, a bit late, to
go to the conference. It will be both an informative and enjoyable
event, and any Rotarian who has not attended a District
Conference in the past, needs to go to at least one. Why not this
one?

We are still accepting applications for awards. Get yours in,
soon, and we hope your club has met its Foundation goals. |
would also remind you that the crisis in Haiti is not over. Any
additional financial help would be appreciated.

New Member Inducted:

Dan Theriault, a CPA, was inducted into the
Rotary Club of Danbury, at this week meeting.
He was President- elect of the Maine Ogunquit
Club, and we expect him to take another
leadership position in our club, soon. Welcome
aboard, Dan. We really need people like you.

Flag Committee

Rotary Club, of
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Update: Just About
There:

Following a “straw
vote” for the banner/flag proposals, it
looks like our former Spoke Editor,
and District Webmaster, Randy
Lindel, has submitted the winning
banner. We’ll run it in front of the
Club again, but the Committee thinks
we have arrived. The printer was
very impressed, and thinks we have a
great product. Our thanks to all of the Club members who
participated in making suggestions. It was, indeed, a Club effort.
Ralph Welsh, Banner Chair, Paula Greenberg, Co-chair.

Q 20th Century.
- I Hat Capital

21st Century
Space Optics

Rotary Club of Danbury
Officers 2009-10

Mon. 12:15 pm, Norwalk,
Norwalk Inn
Mon. 6:15 pm, Newtown, Inn at

President- James Gargan Newtown, 19 Main St.
President- Elect Paul Palanzo Mon. 6: 00 pm,
Vice President William Houston Pasta Garden, 174 Federal Rd.,
Secretary Pamela Burdette- Brkfld

Miller Tues. 12:15 pm, Westport, Inn at
Treasurer Frank Acquanita Longshore, 260 Compo Rd, So
Sergeant at Arms Michael Searing Wed. 12:15 pm, Danbury, Ethan

Allen Inn

Wed. 6:30 pm, Ridgefield, Sagi
Rest 23 and a half Catoonah St.
Thurs. 12:15 pm, New Canaan,
Roger Sherman Inn

Fri. 12:15 pm, Wilton, Greens
Conval. Home, rear, Wilton

Fri. 7:30 Danbury Sunrise, The
Club at WestConn, Westside
Campus

Membership Chair Paula Greenberg

Directors-
Anita Ragona Allison Fulton
Marvin Paige Bob Vetter
Carol Ann Giannico

Spoke Editor: Ralph S. Welsh
203-938-2820 / rswelsh@mail.com

Guests:

In addition to our school guests,
Jeannie Denko and Clare Raneri,
Heather Sadler, a frequent guest of
Allison, dropped by again this week.
Hopefully Heather will be making
her intentions known about possible
Club membership, soon. But take
your time, Heather; we hope to see
you, again, soon.

Thought for the Day:

Scientists are honing in on the mechanism that allows
various creatures to regrow lost body parts. The male
fiddler crab can regrow a lost large claw about 7% of
the time; planerians can regow themselves from just a
small bit of tissue; salamander tails begin regrowing
immediately after loss, and the human liver can
regenerate from just 25% of its tissue. What still
remains a puzzle is why so many Rotary Clubs have
difficult replacing lost members. Now that is a
research problem worth investigating.
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We engage in a variety of
activities at our luncheon
meeting. Here is a small
sampling of things we
commonly do. Winning is
clearly the most fun—as your
Editor knows—he hit the big
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