
  

 

 
 

President Jim’s Corner: 
  

  

  This past Wednesday we had a presentation 

from the Korean Spirit and Culture Promotion 

Project. Three lovely Korean ladies, Kyung, 

Younhee and Yungsok,  gave a presentation 

on Korea culture, architecture and technology. 

They also prepared some Korean desserts for 

our sampling.  It was very interesting and a 

unique change of pace from some of our other 

speakers. I was also very pleased to see that 

we had a good turnout for this meeting. 

   We finally inducted Dr. Jennifer Tauber, a 

podiatrist, who has a practice in Bethel.  Please welcome her into our 

club; our best wishes and congratulations to Jennifer, and we appreciate 

her patience in our finding the time to have the induction.  

   Also, as you are well aware of the crisis in Haiti, our Club has begun an 

effort to support the Haitian Health Foundation. If you have not given to 

this cause, we are urging you to do so.  Please write your check out to the 

Danbury Rotary Club, and indicate that it is for Haitian relief, and I 

might add, the  President signed a bill which allows you to take a tax 

donation on your 2009 tax return provided you give to a Haitian charity 

by February 28th of this year. So please consider giving to this cause. We 

also collected over $225 to help out the family of Cindy Strum through 

the Happy/Sad dollars. On behalf of Marvin Paige and Cindy’s family, I 

thank you for your generosity in this effort. 

  Our speaker for Wednesday will be Ralph Welsh on the psychology of 

suicide bombers. It should be interesting, and a bit chilling. Brian Blade 

had to cancel. Also, we are working on getting a speaker who has 

established a clinic in Haiti, to give us a presentation on their efforts in 

Haiti. We also have speakers for February; however, we may have to 

change weeks due to scheduling issues before we announce them. 

  There is a Scholarship meeting at 11:30 am this Wednesday the 27th, 

for those who are on the committee or if you  have an interest in serving 

on the committee.   Yours in Rotary, Jim   

     

    Dates to Remember:  
 Next  year, June 20-23, 2010,  RI 101st Annual Convention, Montreal 

1/27  Speaker: Dr Ralph Welsh, on The Roots of Violence Including 

What Makes a Suicide Bomber. 

    District Activities: 

2/12 Red Hearts and Purple Pinkies Dinner/Dance, 2-12 at the Country 

House in East Haven.  A car pool is being organized. 

3/27 Rotary Leadership Institute, in New Haven 

   Amber Alert- 
1/30/10 Sthbry Ambulance, 68 Georges Hill Rd 11am to 4 pm 

1/31/10 Snow Date, Sthbry Ambulance, 11 am to 4 pm 

2/21/10 Chili Winter Warm Up, Dbry Ice Rink 1 pm to 4 pm 

 

 

 

 

Today’s Presentation-- Korean History and 

Cuisine:  The Remarkable Contributions Korea 

Has Made to History, Society, Technology and the 

Arts— 

   Undoubtedly, one of the best programs of 

the year was presented at the Club this 

week, and it was not only colorful and 

informative, but also tasty.  

  Three lovely Korean ladies teamed up to 

present the program, and all were wearing 

traditional Korean attire. Kyungwon Pak 

gave us a short introduction to Korean life, 

followed by a videotape informing us how 

an ancient culture has surpassed much of 

the world in engineering excellence, including the design 

and construction of the tallest building in the world, in 

Dubai.  Yongsook Han and 

Younhee Shin also helped to 

prepare the food, and 

distribute the literature—and 

to call it “literature” is an 

understatement.   

  Each Club member was 

given five paperback books 

on: a) the History and 

Folklore of Korea; b) Fifty Wonders of Korea, Culture and 

Art;  c) Fifty Wonders of Korea, Science and Technology; 

d) King Sejong the Great; and e) Admiral Yi Sun-sin.   

  Each volume is a 

treasure 

individually.  The 

folktales are each a 

delight, and all have 

a moral lesson. We 

find that a Korean 

   Nels deAlmeida enjoying the program     was the first to 

invent movable type, and their ancient artwork was 

breathtaking. The early bronze work, and understanding of 

astronomy was well ahead of the western world, and they 

invented one of the first working water clocks.  In the 16
th
 

Century, we read that Admiral Yi Sun-sin was engaged in 

23 naval battles with Japan, and won all of them, and the 

15
th
 Century king, Sejong the Great, was referred to as 

Korea’s Son of the Heaven. He once stated, “If the people 

prosper, how can the king not prosper with them? And if 

the people do not prosper, how may the king prosper 

without them?” Our own country could profit by having 

more politicians like him.  

    Anyone wishing to contact the Korean Spirit and Culture 

Promotion Project, Google them at www.kscpp.net.  
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Visitors: 

 

Capt. Frans Boetes, of the 

Miami Club (and also a 

member of the Danbury Lions 

Club) presented our president, 

Jim, a club banner. Jim did 

likewise. 

Elina 

Feliu (right) visited us from the 

Woodbridge Rotary Club, Daniel 

Thervault (left) 

was a guest of 

Paul Palanzo, and 

Yara deAlmeida, a 

perennial guest was 

also present. Come 

again, soon, folks.   

 

Haitian Relief: A Very Personal Thing-- 
In the ongoing spirit of giving to the 

Haiti, Dr. Nels deAlmeida stepped up to 

the plate years ago. As Nels pointed out, 

he and Yara have visited Haiti many 

times, and have been active participants 

in Dr. Jeffrey Lowney’s Clinic, in 

Jeremy. Although Jeremy, itself was not 

seriously damaged due to its distance 

from the epicenter of the quake, the 

refugee load, there, is getting 

unmanageable. This country is hurting. Please help! 
 

 

Our newest inductee is 

Dr. Jennifer Tauber, a 

podiatrist. We  observe 

President Jim  explaining 

the Objects of Rotary to 

Jennifer, and  the 

importance of Club 

Service. She takes the talk 

seriously, and in frame 4 

we see her pointing  

forward asking if she 

should get going, 

immediately. In frame 5 

we see Jim showing her 

she can wait, but not too 

long. She will be pressed into service, soon. 

 

Make-Ups: 
Mon. 12:15 pm, Norwalk,    

Norwalk Inn 

Mon. 6:15 pm,  Newtown, Inn at 

Newtown, 19 Main St. 

Mon. 6:00 pm, Brkfld, Marioôs 

Pasta Garden, 174 Federal Rd., 

Brkfld 

Tues. 12:15 pm, Westport, Inn at 

Longshore, 260 Compo Rd, So 

Wed. 12:15 pm, Danbury, Ethan 

Allen Inn 

Wed. 6:30 pm,   Ridgefield, Sagi 

Rest 23 and a half Catoonah St. 

Thurs. 12:15 pm,   New Canaan, 

Roger Sherman Inn 

Fri. 12:15 pm, Wilton, Greens 

Conval. Home, rear, Wilton 

Fri. 7:30 Danbury Sunrise, The 

Club at   WestConn,  Westside 

Campus 

 

The Immortal Words of King Sejong the Great: 
-Appreciation for the good must be long lasting; hatred for the 

bad must not. 

-The common people are the foundation of any country. It is only 

when this foundation is strong that a country may be stable and 

prosperous. 

-May the people work diligently, revere their parents, bring up 

their offspring wisely, and live long, so that the foundation of the 

country will be strong, every household plentiful, and every 

person affluent. May courtesy and humility arise in all men, so 

that we may dwell in lasting harmony and peace, gather in good 

harvests, and reap the joys of blessed and  prosperous  times. 
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