
  

 

 
 

President Jim’s Corner: 
  

    Happy and Healthy 2010. We are in the 

dead of winter, a winter that reminds me 

of when I was a youngster (a long time 

ago in the past century).  Brrrr. 

 

  This week’s meeting featured our own 

Larry Andrea who gave a presentation on 

the history of Connecticut. As a 

constitutional state, Connecticut was the 

only state of the original 13 to have self-

rule from England before the revolution. It was interesting, 

especially for history buffs, like myself.  

 

  We welcomed back John Barbosa who attended. However, there 

was a noticeable absent of our fairer sex Rotarians. I hope that 

was because of the cold weather. We did miss you ladies - we 

need you to beautify the room.  Now pay attention to the next 

paragraph!  

 

    Our next meeting is on Tuesday with the Brewster Rotary 

Club. Their meeting is held at the Sentrista Restaurant on Route 

22 North, situated in the Clock Tower Commons (across from the 

A&P shopping center). If you were not at last week’s meeting and 

plan to attend (ladies), please e-mail me. We will meet at Ethan 

Allen on Tuesday, around 11:45 and carpool to the meeting. 

There is no meeting on Wednesday the 13th. 
 

    This Thursday, January 14, is our Board of Directors meeting. 

Please plan on attending   We will be discussing the second half 

of the year projects and the nomination of next year’s officers and 

directors. Everyone in the Club is invited.  Yours in Rotary, Jim 
 

    Dates to Remember: 

 
   Next  year, June 20-23, 2010,  RI 101st Annual Convention, Montreal 

1/12 A TUESDAY- SPECIAL LUNCHEON AT THE BREWSTER 

ROTARY CLUB. SEE DETAILS ABOVE. NO MEETING 1/13/09. 

1/20 Korean Culture. Yiunhee Shin. Korean Ancient Times to Modern 

Times—Food samples will be available 

1/27 Brian Blade- Pres. of BAGS. Our Inaugural Golf Season in 

       Connecticut 

  District Activities: 

2/12 Read Hearts and Purple Pinkies Dinner/Dance, 2-12 at the 

Country House in East Have 

3/27 Rotary Leadership Institute, in New Haven 

 

  Amber Alert- 
1/30/10 Sthbry Ambulance, 68 Georges Hill Rd 11am to 4 pm 

1/31/10 Snow Date, Sthbry Ambulance, 11 am to 4 pm 

2/21/10 Chili Winter Warm Up, Dbry Ice Rink 1 pm 

to 4 pm 
 

  Potential New Member: Jennifer Tauber 

will be inducted into the Club, Soon. 

 

 

 

    

 

   Today’s Speaker:  Larry Andrea, on the Genesis 

and Demise of the Role of the Congregational 

Church in the Connecticut Government: A Short 

History Lesson— 
 

    At the request of Marvin Paige, 

history buff and attorney Larry 

Andrea provided us a history 

lesson on the early governmental 

structure of Connecticut, and it 

was a real surprise to all of us.  

Who knew that our wonderfully 

cosmopolitan state began as a 

theocracy? 

    In 1637 the state was broken 

into 53 parcels and sold off. From 

1638 to 1639 the Connecticut 

government was formed, which 

included three towns, chartered by England, including 

Hartford.   

  The first real constitution was chartered in 1662, making 

Connecticut essentially independent of the King. Over the 

years, the constitution remained oral rather than written. 

  As Connecticut slowly exerted its independence from 

England, the charter 

continued to reaffirm the 

Congregational Church as 

the established church of the 

state.  No other churches 

were allowed with the 

exception of those the 

Congregational Church 

anointed, and all free men 

were obligated to either 

support their own church, or 

the Congregational Church. 

  Originally the first churches had to pay a tax to the 

Congregational Church, but the Constitution of 1818 stated, 

“The exercise and enjoyment of religious profession and 

worship, without discrimination, shall forever be free to all 

persons in this state.” We had arrived at a modern state.  
 

  

Will Houston seems to 

have difficulty wrapping his 

head around the 

state of Connecticut as 

a religious enclave. 
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The Collector of WW II 

Warships:  
   Our FloridaRotarian/Danbury 

Lion Ship rebuilder, Frans 

Boetes, just found himself 

another tattered American 

warship for his collection. He 

found it sinking, and had it 

towed to his Key West maritime 

museum for refurbishing. It’s a 

great hobby, if you have time for 

it and can afford it.  Your Editor collects old books.  

 

Marvin Paige Gives an old Soldier some Marine 

Grog- 
 

Rich Godfrey 

happily accepts two 

bottles of fine wine 

straight from the PX 

at Quantico.  One is 

the well known 

vintage, Semper Fi, 

and the other Head 

Red?  Enjoy, Rich.  
 

And the Winner/Loser was--- 
 

Peter Darling. He held the right ticket, 

but pulled the wrong card. Peter wasn’t 

too happy with the measily  $10.00. Still, 

it’s better than a poke in the eye with a 

sharp stick.  
 

 

 

 

   It was nice seeing Paul 

Palanzo back at the Club.  He 

didn’t even have a medical 

excuse, but we forgave him for 

his absence anyway.   

   Tom Tazza responded to Tary 

Tarlton’s comment that wisdom 

only comes with age. Where have 

we heard that, before? 

  Finally, we see a happy 

Sergeant at Arms, Michael 

Searing, who now has his very 

own collection basket. We are so 

happy for Mike. 

 

 

Make-Ups: 
Mon. 12:15 pm, Norwalk,    Norwalk Inn 

Mon. 6:15 pm,  Newtown, Inn at Newtown, 19 Main St. 

Mon. 6:00 pm, Brkfld, Mario’s Pasta Garden, 174 Federal Rd., Brkfld 

Tues. 12:15 pm, Westport, Inn at Longshore, 260 Compo Rd, So 

Wed. 12:15 pm, Danbury, Ethan Allen Inn 

Wed. 6:00 pm,   Ridgefield, Parks and Recreation 

Thurs. 12:15 pm,   New Canaan, Roger Sherman Inn 

Fri. 12:15 pm, Wilton, Greens Conval. Home, rear, Wilton 

Fri. 7:30 Danbury Sunrise, The Club at WestConn, 

               Westside Campus 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thoughts for the Day: 

-Light travels faster than sound. This is why some 

people appear bright until you hear them speak. 

 

-A flashlight is a case for holding dead batteries. 

 

-If the shoe fits, get another one like it. 

 

-When you go to court, you are putting yourself in the 

hands of 12 people who couldn’t get out of jury duty. 

 

-The shinbone is an excellent device for finding hard 

furniture in a dark room.  

 

The Editor thanks Frank Hauser for these gems. 
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