
  

 

 
 

President Jimôs Corner: 
  

    Last Friday was our Card Raffle party, and 

it was a great event. Mickey Gjerstad won the 

$20,000 gift card. I would like to personally 

thank Paula and her team of Carol Giannico, 

Will  Houston, Bob Vetter and all the 

Rotarians who helped out during the event. 

Without your help we could not have had a 

successful evening or card raffle. The final 

tally is not yet known, but we probably made 

between $14,000 and $15,000.  

   This Wednesday will be our annual 

Thanksgiving lunch with the Lions. Rudy 

Marconi, First Selectman of Ridgefield, who is running for Governor of 

Connecticut, will be our speaker. It should be an interesting meeting. 

Please plan on attending. 

    We are planning a Christmas (holiday) lunch for December 23rd and 

as we get closer to that date we will advise you accordingly. Our Holiday 

lunch with the Lions will be Thursday, December 17th, at the Holiday 

Inn. 

   Will Houston is working on a revised member roster, so if you have 

some glamour shots to substitute for your previous picture, let Will 

know. New members should get in touch with Will so that he can take 

your photo and gather the necessary information. 

   Doug Mann is recovering from bypass surgery. Candy Acquanita (our 

honorary  Assistant Treasurer) had hip replacement surgery, last week 

and is recovering at the Bethel Health Care Center. Please remember 

both of them in your thoughts. 

   Next week is Thanksgiving, and even though it has not been a good 

year, economically, we are still the most fortunate people on earth. We 

live in the greatest country in the world. We enjoy enormous freedom 

and we have a bounty of riches. When we sit down with our families and 

loved ones, give thanks for what you have.  

     In closing, I want to wish all of you and your families a Happy 

Thanksgiving. Donôt go shopping on black Friday, because thatôs what 

everyone does. 

    Yours in Rotary, Jim  

 

Dates to Remember: 
Next  year, June 20-23, 2010,  RI 101st Annual Convention, Montreal 

11/25 Lunch at Ethan Allen with the Lions; speaker will be Rudy Marconi,  

         1st   Selectman of Ridgefield, who is running for Governor. 

12/17 (Thursday) Lunch at Holiday Inn with Lions 

12/23 Holiday Hoopla Luncheon, courtesy of Jane Didona 

                   

Amber Alert- 

12/5 Edmond Town Hall, Newtown 8 am to 5 pm 

12/5/09 439 Main St., Ridgefield  Noon to 6 pm 

12/12 Trumbull Long Hill Fire Dept.  Noon to 7 pm 

1/30/10 Sthbry Ambulance, 68 Georges Hill Rd 11am to 4 pm 

1/31/10 Snow Date, Sthbry Ambulance, 11 am to 4 pm 

2/21/10 Chili Winter Warm Up, Dbry Ice Rink 1 pm to 4 pm 

 

Paula Greenberg exhibits happiness 

and relief that the Card Raffle is 

now behind her. Allison Fulton 

smiles with her. Frank Acquanita, 

on the other hand, is checking out 

the figures, which werenôt all that 

bad. The numbers are not complete, 

yet, but we made between $14,000  

and $15,000.  

 

 

 

November 18th  Meeting- 

Club Assembly: 
  President Jim thanked all of those who 

participated in the Card Raffle, with special 

kudos given to Paula Greenberg, who 

apparently is still counting ticket sales in her 

sleep. 

   The baskets were quite remarkable, and Paul 

Palanzoôs firm donated one of the $500.00 gift 

certificates.   

   There was some heated discussion about ticket 

sales, and some concern was voiced about the 

many members who failed to sell a single ticket.  

Wayne Curtis suggested that there should be a lower limit on 

what a member could sell. He felt strongly that each and every 

member should be able to sell at least 5 tickets, and other 

members agreed. However, being a voluntary organization, this 

might be a bit unrealistic. Clearly, however, we need to find ways 

or incentives for our members to get out there and sell the tickets. 

The Card Raffle is our major fun raiser, and no longer raises 

enough money to pay for all of the scholarship of which we are 

committed to give.  Bob Vetterôs Amber Alert program is a fund 

raising life saver, but it still does not raise enough money to close 

the gap.  We might need a more active Team Captain program, 

where individual members are assigned to contact other less 

sales-committed members to get out and sell tickets. 

   Another radio auction, or a tag sale are possibilites. In any 

event, fund raising is the lifeblood of a club, and we need to 

continually remind ourselves of how important our fund raising 

activities are.  
 

 Another Club Needs Our Help- 

 

Helen Bowers, of the Yorktown, NY, Rotary 

club, dropped by to sell us oranges  and/or 

grapefruits as a fundraiser. She took a number 

of orders, and promised delivery by our next 

luncheon.  The pictures she presented made 

the fruit appear ñyummy.ò  Each club has its 

own fundraiserðand apparently a core 

constituancy that steps up to the plate, and 

makes the sales.  

 

Doug Mann is in Recovery at Danbury Hospital- 

 
Doug Mann was rushed to Danbury Hospital a 

little over a week ago, for the replacement of a 

Mitral Valve, and a Quadruple Heart Bypass.  He 

told your Editor, ñI was on the brink of death, but 

I feel pretty good right now.   I had been 

undergoing a number of tests, then the valve just 

seemed to fall apart.ò  He is located in Room 18, 

10 East.  We all wish him well, and for a speedy 

recovery. 

 

www.danburyrotary.org                                             November 18, 2009                        P.O. Box 788, Danbury, CT 06813 

http://www.danburyrotary.org/


 

Spoke       November 18, 2009    Page 2 

 

Luncheon Tidbits: 
 
The Happy/Sad Dollar Baskets Remain Lost or Unaccounted for but 

Help is on the Wayð 

 

Today we ended up with a small, metal pot, but our intrepid Sergeant at 

Arms, Michael Searing, indicated that he will be purchasing one, or 

several baskets, to ñproperlyò collect the Sad/Happy contributions. It is, 

indeed, heartening to discover that the basket problem is being resolved. 

We all salute you, Sgt Searing, and will not rest easy until the ordered 

baskets are well in hand.   

 

 

And the Winners Were--- 
 

Micky Gjerstad, 

who won the 

Grand Prize in the 

Card Raffle, and 

Paul Palanzo, who 

won the little 

prize in the 

weekly raffle. So 

why does Paul 

have a bigger 

smile than Micky?  
 

 

 

Potential New Member-  Jennifer Tauber will be coming aboard, soon,  

we are told.  We look forward to her induction.   

 

 

 

 

 

Newly inducted 

member, Margaret 

Santos, prepares to 

drop $2.00 into the 

Sad/Happy bucket. 

While waiting, she 

decides to prepare her 

coffee with cream. 

Suddenly, the not-so-

invisible hand appears 

to retrieve the cash. 

Now she is $2.00 

poorer, but like her 

                               coffee, richer in  spirit.  

 

 Make-ups: 
Mon. 12:15 pm, Norwalk,    Norwalk Inn 

Mon. 6:15 pm,  Newtown, Inn at Newtown, 19 Main St. 

Mon. 6:00 pm, Brkfld, Marioôs Pasta Garden, 174 Federal Rd., Brkfld 

Tues. 12:15 pm, Westport, Inn at Longshore, 260 Compo Rd, So 

Wed. 12:15 pm, Danbury, Ethan Allen Inn 

Wed. 6:00 pm,   Ridgefield, Parks and Recreation 

Thurs. 12:15 pm,   New Canaan, Roger Sherman Inn 

Fri. 12:15 pm, Wilton, Greens Conval. Home, rear, Wilton 

Fri. 7:30 Danbury Sunrise, The Club at WestConn, 

               Westside Campus 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Party, and a Guest-- 

(Left) Jane Didona is 

planning special event, for 

lunch, December 23
rd
.  

Put a red mark next to that 

date, on your calendar. 

(Right) Yara deAlmeida 

was our guest, again 

today.  She is obviously giving her husband,  Nels, that look of  

ñThank you, Nels, for inviting me.ò 
 

Thought for the Day-  

 

Donôt burn all of your bridges. Youôll be surprised at how  

many times you have to cross the same river.  
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Some Memorable Photos from the Card Raffle- 

     Future DG, Julie, with hubby and friend. 


