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President Jim’s Corner:

Another Saturday, and another rainy day. |
am convinced that rain follows or is a
companion of mine. It rained during April
after tax season, and in early May. Jackie and |
went to Florida to visit our daughter. They
hadn’t had much rain for some months, but it
rained for a solid week. | even bought a set of
golf clubs in Florida but never got to use them.

My father’s day and birthday gifts from my
wife and daughters were gift certificates for
golf at Richter Park. Needless to say, | have
not been able to use them. So, I am wondering could this be the reason
for all the rain. Do | unknowingly have something to do with this or
could it be Jackie who is causing this? All in all, my game has not gotten
any worse. Anyway, it is good to be alive.

As we enter September, we kick off (football pun) the month with the
annual visiting nurse flu shot luncheon on September 2nd. Also, the first
meeting of the month is when we would like you to bring potential new
members to lunch. So invite them to this meeting. If you don't plan on
attending let me know, for headcount reasons, | need to know. The
following Wednesday, September 9th, is our tour of the police station -
please meet at the station, park in the back on the street level parking lot.
Speakers for the rest of the month will be announced shortly. We are still
planning to have a club social to invite spouses and/or significant others
to a gathering later in the month.

We will be distributing the Raffle tickets shortly, so Sell, Sell. We
should have more prizes to give out at the party on November 13th then
ever before. Much thanks to Carol G. and Paula G. who have been
visiting local establishments for donations. The Golf Outing is scheduled
for October 5th at Beekmon Country Club.

The cost of lunch increases to $22.00 starting this week and if you give
us $25.00 you will be entered in the 50/50 raffle. The option to prepay is
still available, and this is shown on you dues invoice sent to you by
Frank A.

Upcoming events at the district level are as follows:

RI Foundation Scholar Picnic, Milford Landing, Sunday September 6th,
meet inbound and outbound scholars.

A membership seminar will be held September 15th, in Newtown.
Paula G. is going and would like company. The Foundation Seminars
will be held September 26th, in Deep River and October 3rd, in
Westport. We should send a representative, or several if possible.

I promise that the weather will get better; if it doesn't, | will leave town
and take Jackie with me. Hope to see you on Wednesday.

Yours in Rotary,

Jim

Some dates to remember:

9/2 Flu Shot Kickoff

9/9 Box Lunch served at Police Station; meet there for lunch

9/30 Dinner with spouses Place and time TBI

Oct. 5™ ,Golf Tournament,; Dave Santucci, Chair (Please note date).
11/13 Card Raffle.

Next year, June 20-23, 2010, RI 101* Annual Convention, Montreal

Amber Alert

9/1-4 Big E 10 am-6 pm

9/12 Taste of Danbury, noon to 7 pm

9/13 Tate of Danbury noon to 7 pm

9/19 Munson funeral Home, Woodbury, 2 pm-6 pm

9/27 Berkshire Sh. Ctr, in Once Upon a Child, Dbry, noon-3

10/24 Trumbull Mall, 11-4 pm
10/17 Reed School, Newtown, 10 am-4 pm

August 26th Meeting-
Bill Montgomery, President of the Land Trust of
Danbury, on What the Land Trust is doing for Our

Community:

Today’s luncheon speaker is a man dedicated
to our environment. The mission of the Land
Trust is an organization dedicated to the
protection of open space, by keeping it in its
natural state for the benefit of present and future
generations. It is non profit, and is one of over
1,500 land trusts nationwide. Donors have the
benefit of tax savings, and an enduring legacy of
generosity and foresight.

The Danbury Land Trust was originally
founded in 1971 by a group of concerned, farsighted citizens who used
Danbury s original name, Swampfield, in creating the trust. Since then,
hundreds of residents and
businesses have become
members, acreage has grown
from two original donations to
over 216 acres, and of course
the name of Swampfield has
been replaced with Danbury for
obvious reasons.

A conservation easement

leaves land in private

ownership, can result in a tax
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Jane Didona knows the environment.
She apparently likes water more than
Pres. Jim.
deduction, can reduce property and estate taxes, and still allow the owner
to have use of the land. The easement document can be tailor made to
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Our speaker
became the president
of the Land Trust,
following 30 years
with AT and T, then
6 years with
Ecosystems Studies,
and finally becoming
the head of the Land
Trust of Danbury. It is the only local conservation association in the
Danbury area, and works closely with the town and local businesses. One
can become a member of the trust for a yearly donation of $15.00; a
family membership is $25.00, and a business membership is $50.00.
Their website is www.landtrustdanbury.org.
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Our Guests Agree:

The Pledge is always

done well. Darien Rotarian
Bob Chandler (left) and
guest Margaret Santos
Arnold (right), concur. Not
as much can be said of the
singing.

WAS GOOD--



http://www.landtrustdanbury.org/
http://www.danburyrotary.org/
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Luncheon Tidbits:

And the Winner of the weekly drawing
Was—

Bob Vetter! In all of his years, acting as
keeper-of-the cards, and seller of the tickets,
he has never won the big one, but he did this
week (over $150 we understand).

Congratulations, Bob. Your turn finally
came up.

Doug Mann looks at
the guest list, and
wonders why it is so
short. The more
guests we have, the
more Rotarians we
can recruit.

Pres. Jim would like
to see the quality of

singing go up.
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Kudos to Anita Ragona’s
Daughter:

Anita tells us that a University of
Vermont poll has identified her
daughter as Teacher of the Year.
Congratulations. We need more info
regarding thisaward, and i
award worth more than $2.00?

Make-ups:
Mon. 12:15 pm, Norwalk, Norwalk Inn
Mon. 6:15 pm, Newtown, Inn at Newtown, 19 Main St.
Mon. 6:00 pm, Brkfld, Mario’s Pasta Garden, 174 Federal Rd., Brkfld
Tues. 12:15 pm, Westport, Inn at Longshore, 260 Compo Rd, So
Wed. 12:15 pm, Danbury, Ethan Allen Inn
Wed. 6:00 pm, Ridgefield, Parks and Recreation
Thurs. 12:15 pm New Canaan, Roger Sherman Inn
Fri. 12:15 pm, Wilton, Trackside Restr.
Fri. 7:30 Danbury Sunrise, The Club at WestConn,

Westside Campus
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Showing He is Loyal to the Club:

A good Rotarian wears his Rotary
commitment on his/her sleeve, in a figurative
sense anyway. But not Mike Searing. He
literally wears Rotary on his sleeve. Here (to
the right) is the photographic evidence. And
to add to his loyalty and Club dedication, we
find him reading the Spoke. The next thing
you know, ctingrdohey for the
organization. Oops. He already did (look at
the column to the left).

Spoke Award:

Inspired by Caryl Lucchesi’s efforts with the Gavel Dinner, her
appedrance 4t theitaBle week-after-week taking the money for the
luncheon, her magnificent BBQ several weeks ago, and her love of birds
(she is among the top 100 bird watchers in the nation seeing and
cataloguing different birds) your Editor presented her with an album of
bird photos he has taken over the years. Just a token of “thanks” for her
work with the Club.

The singing of God Bless
America seems to have the
Club stumped:

Bob Vetter and Doug man are
looking for a teleprompter.
Frank Acquanita and Caryl
Lucchesi are looking for a copy
of the song on the table.
However, three of our
members, Carol Giannico,
Paul Palanzo, and Tary Tarlton
remain confident, and though
they are singing a bit off key,
they seem to remember the
words.




