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President Jimbébs Corner

This week our speakers were Margie
and Jim Blansfield. Margie showed
pictures of her trip to the base camp of
MT Everest. Her group walked 80 miles
to an elevation of 18,000 feet. It was ver
interesting. kr husband Jim, spoke
about The RichteHouse Arts Centgrlan
for renovation and expansion of the
Center.

We again, want to thank John and Cary
for hosting the club’s picnic. It was a warm and beautiful day a
there was great fellowship. | would like toeste club have mo
social events, we get to know our members and their family

better during these events. During lunch there is not enoughi ti

or enough mingling to get to do this.

At the meeting, we discussed the price increase for our lur
Most agreed that we should stay at Ethan Allen, but some
members wee going to investigate other places. The consens

was to raise the cost to $22.00 and if a member gave $25.00 gt

lunch, that they would be entered in the 50/50 raffle. Prepaid
lunch is stil an option. The price increase will becoeféective
starting Septembem?.

Dues invoices have been prepared by Frank A, and he wi
distributing themat the next meetingo those of you who have
not received themWhen reviewing the dues inw, plea®
consider making your donatida be a sustaining membfar the
district andmaking yourreverse birthdagift to our own Rotary
Trust.For our newer memberthereverse birthdagift is
suggested to be a donation to the Trust equivalgydupbage
when you celebratgour birthday or whatever you can afford

Our Wednesday guest speaker, is Bill Montgomery of the
Danbury Land Trust. He will be explang the currentplans for
open land projectsmd other city development activities.

| hope youwall enjoythe last two weeks of summemd sugges
that Wednesdayds | uncheon b

P. S. If any member would like to volunteer to write an artic
to give mea week off, please don't be shiyet me know.

Yours in Rotary, Jnh

Some dates to remember:
8/23 Gail Neehan (tentative)
8/26 Bill Montgomery on the Danbury Land Trust
9/2 Flu Shot Kickoff
9/9 Box Lunch served at Police Station; meet there for lunch
9/30 Dinner with spouses Place and tirii&I|
Oct.5" ,Golf Tournament,; Dave Santucci, ChaifPlease note datef\lso
$100 team fee is needég next week.
Next yearJune 2023, 2010, RI 101 Annual Convention, Montreal
Amber Alert
9/1-4 Big E 10 am6 pm
9/12 Taste of Danbury, noon to 7 pm
9/13 Tasteof Danbury noon to 7 pm
9/19 Munson funeral Home, Woodbury, 2 ppm
9/27 Berkshire Sh. Ctr, in Once Upon a Child, Dbry, no8n

August 19h Meeting
Jim and Margie Blansfield, onMar gi eds t
Ever est Base Camp, and

House Arts Center Renovation
Todaydés lunche

twoferd with Margie presenting

first, and Jim presenting second.
Margie, who works for the

school systermhad to dosome

juggling to takeime off from her

job, for a thrill of a lifetime. She

andthree other people joined a 7

group that hiked up to the base .

Qmp of Mt Everest, which is situated at 18,000 feet. She talked about

the struggle they all had breathing at #iistude,

and one of the members had to be evacuated due

to high altitudesickness She indicated that the 3

day stay in the airport attertipg to get a flight

out to Kathmandu was a nightmare, with

virtually no facilities, filth, and just plain

miserabé. They were finallflown out by

ushellcopterhad to buy most of the clothing for their porters up the

ountain,andfinally began their trek which involved 9 days up, and 6
days back. The 9 dayseweto allowfor acclimation to the altitude,
which only telped to a degree. At night she
would frequently wake up, gasping for air.

| beAt Kathmandu she discovered that cows a
sacred, and are as valued as people. Durin
their trek, they saw numerous monuments tf -
those who had died on the mountain, and a
basecamp, heard grumblings about the Discovery Chanel who were
doing a filming of a climb, and had clogged the mountain with 24 novice
climbers.

And what did she take from this? Her
appreciatiorfor how lucky we are (the Nepalese
are so very poor) and hadifficult it is for those

J - who choose to climb the

highest mountain in the

world.

Ji as left wi \/
mir&t\gsilo?expl n thgl n
preliminary work that is
being done to rebuild, and
refurbish the Richter
House Arts Center, which appears to be a very
ambtious project. Jim, who is a builder, indicated
that the Richter Park Authority had hired an
architect, but everything is still in the early stages
of development. Funding remains a problem, and
will determine how much work is to be done. Jim
showed theClub the first drawing made of the
exterior, which is still subject to change. Stay tuned on their progress.

Some notes on Mt Everest:
-Everest is 29,029 feet high
-It borders Nepal and Tibet.
-On 5/29/53 Tensing Norgay asir Edmund Hillary reached the summit
for the first time.
-Over 2,200 have now reached the summit, and the number continues to
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10/24 Trumbull Mall, 14 pm
10/17 Reed School, Newtown, 10 &hpm

climb.
-Over 200 climbers have lost their lives on Everest.
-Approximately 120 bodies remain, in the ice, on the mountain.

p
mo <

C


http://www.danburyrotary.org/

Spoke August 19 2009 Page

Luncheon Tidbits:

Jeffrey Weir, A hearing
instrument specialist, is
investigatng the Club, and

When Jeff drops by again,
introduce yourself, and get t
know this fine gentlemailo,
Michael isnot asking him to
contribute more moneith
his bad foot, it takes him a
while to put things away.
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And the Winner of the weekly
drawing Wasd

Frank Acquanita. He only won
the $10.00but hehas all ready set
it aside for the upcoming drawings
next wed, and the following week.
Frank is good with money. The

him by making him our Treasurer. &

Advancement:

El eanore and Miguel Espinos
tapped to be a Sr. Edit@t Scuba Diver Magazine.
Congratuldions to all.

may become a member sooh.

a %“§

Makeups:
Mon. 12:15 pm, NorwalkNorwalk Inn
Mon. 6:15 pm, Newtown, Inn at Newtowril9 Main St.
Mon. 6: 00 pm, BtaGafdéndl74 FedenaliRdXiE
Tues. 12:15 pm, Westport, Inn at Longsho260 Compo Rd, So
Wed. 12:15 pm, Danbury, Ethan Allen Inn
Wed. 6:00 pm, Ridgefield, Parks and Recreation
Thurs. 12:15 pmNew Canaan, Roger Sherman Inn
Fri. 12:15 pm, Wilton,Trackside Restr.
Fri. 7:30 Danbury Sunrise, The Clulat WestConn,
Westside Campus
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Some Thoughts for the Day:

-Be cautious about lending money to friends. You might lose both.

window (fecommende arylicches).

-Never cut what can be untied

abi ,fe%dtﬁr angdlﬁl}r/}%it so tBaéyguisq? i,t from yQUE kithne en

. -Be a good winner, but above all,
Enjoy the meal, philosophy about Bocce).
gentlemen. You
makebeeating | ponot allow your cell phonehere o i
somewhereelsein t 5 your convenience, not the cal
the future, if we do
notsignthemeal | ponot wast e your time responding
contract, soon. their minds made up, anyway, and
facts.
From left toright, we see President Jim handing flowers to our
esteemed hostess at the recent Barbecugl| GecchesiJohn is to the FOLKS
right. We all had a great time, playingoBceon the lawn, swimming in
the pool, and having a feast on t FOR A dos
home. Caryl and John live up the hill, but David has thedpsod
The guests alltought their favorite dish, and the variety was dizzying, GREAT
and simply scrumptious.
John told us how he nearly blew himself up with a propane stove, PARTY! -
laughingly explaining, AThat inci e the
cook the hotdogs and burgérkeepn g me away from t

Caryl talked about a bear that has been prowling the property, and
scaring repairmen, and Frank Hauser talked about his wild youth (do

believe that) including a time he and some buddies got drunk, and left

their car on th railroad tracksMore importantly, he and his wife
celebrate their 89wedding anniversary this year. It was a great BBQ.
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Some Pictures from the Picnic:
. WE MADEIT FOR DESERT!- %,

& OUR HOST,
JQHN LUCCHES,
. OFFERED US ALL

> 3 N B
g X @' /3 | TOOK A DIP.
: : OTHERS ENJOY.
THIS IS A GREAT A POO,LSID‘E D

GAME WHEN YOU
WIN. A LOUSY
GAMEMWHEN
YOU LOSE.




