
  

 

 

 

From the Editor’s Desk: 
   
   Rotary is well known, the world over, for its scholarships.  A 

number of years ago, I read where Bill Moyers  required quadruple 

heart bypass surgery. As an admirer of his, I wrote him a letter telling 

him of my own progress following the same type of surgery (going 

skiing 4 months later, scuba diving 6 months later, walking several 

miles every other day, etc)., and mentioned that I was a member of 

Rotary. He wrote a very personal, and heartfelt letter back, indicating 

that my letter gave his entire family a large measure of comfortð

then he added that he owed the Rotary Club a great deal, since one of 

their scholarships provided him the financial means to go to college, 

which would have been a real burden for his family otherwise.  

   I wonder how many highly successful people have started out their 

educational careers with the help of Rotary. It has to be many.  

   Personally, I would have had a lot of trouble making it through 

college without financial help.  At the time I entered the University of 

Utah, I knew nothing of Rotary or their scholarship program. 

  We need to publicize what we do more.  Iôm sure there are many 

more Bill Moyer types out their, who could use our help and use it 

wisely.  Our scholarship program is a very special tool to give a 

bright, but short-of-funds student a real boost toward future success.   

   

               Some dates to remember: 
6/13 Westerners Golf tournament, The Golf Club, Oxford Greens; 

$190 a golfer, $40 dinner only 

6/15 Ann’s Place Ladies Golf Classic- $175 person for foursome, 

Richter Park 

6/22 Hanahoe Clinic Dinner honoring Dr. Hines, Amber Room, 

cocktails at 6:30 pm. IT IS IMPORTANT WE SHOW OUR 

SUPPORT FOR THIS MOST REMARKABLE WOMAN! 
6/20 Great Duck Race, Wpt Sunrise, 11 am to 3 pm-2,500 ducks 

launched into Saugutuck River, at Parker Harding Plaza, $20.00 a 

ticket—can win$5,000! www.westportsunriserotary.com 

6/ 23, Visionary Meeting, Pamela Burdette-Miller, Chair. Note 

Change. Place is yet to be determined. 

6/26 Passing of the Gavel Dinner Dance, Ridgewood CC, cocktails 

at 6:30 pm, $50 per person. Send money to Caryl by 6/12. 

               Amber Alert- 

6/6 Teddy Bear Family Craft Fest, N.Mfd, 10 am-3 pm 

6/13 Stony Hill Fire Dept, 10 am-3 pm 

6/14 Burnum School, Bridgewater, 2 to 6 pm 

6/20 Westerners, Rogers Park, Dbry 9 to Noon 

7/24 and 7/25 Village Fair Days, N Milfd. 

10/10 Trumbull Mall TBA 

10/17 Reed School, Newtown, 10 am to 4 pm 

 

   

 

 

Dr. James Schmotter, President of 

Western Connecticut State 

University, Providing the Opening 

Remarks at the Scholarship 

Luncheon. 

 

 
The Editor gratefully thanks Rich Godfrey for 

the information and scholarship  photos for this issue of the Spoke. 

 

 

 

 

 

 June 3
rd

  Meeting-  
The Rotary Clubs of Danburyôs Scholarship 

Luncheon-- 
   At the luncheon today, the focus was on our remarkable 

group of scholarship winners, all of whom represent the best 

and the brightest of those young people among us. 

  One of the high points was the presentation of the 

Michaelangelo Maniero Scholarship by Rotarian Larry Andrea.  

Larry provided a moving biography of this unique man, who we later 

discovered  was Larryôs grandfather.  Mr. Maniero was a well known 

pro golfer who enjoyed the banter he had shared 

with  the ñgolfing greatsò he had played with.  

   The other stories were equally moving, and 

revealed a quality of dedication and performance 

that was remarkable among our eight unique 

scholarship recipients.  

   The Burton T. Cooke Memorial Scholarship 

for $2,000 was given to Leah Firmender.  The 

Ted Baruch Memorial Scholarship of $2,000 was           Lea     

awarded to Kaitlyn Arconti .  The $2,500 

Savings Bank of Danbury Scholarship 

went to Caitlyn McElroy , and the two 

$2,500 Union Savings Bank  Scholarships 

were awarded to Jessicaa Arconti, and 

Nicole Eanniello.  The $2,000 Joe Bolduc 

Memorial Scholarship was given to 

Samantha Drenckhahn, and the Rotary 

    Kaitlyn with Tom Tazza       Clubs of Danbury 

Technical School grant of $1,500 was given 

to Maryoly Paulino.  

Maryoly also received the 

Michaelangelo Maniero 

Scholarship of $1,500.  

Finally, Richard Rzasa 

received the grand prize, 

the Rotary Clubs of 

Danbury Four Year               

Scholarship of $20,000.      Jessica with Marie OôNeil 

Caitlyn with Will   A recent former scholarship 

      Houston          recipient, Disha Damania, 

concluded with a moving story on what her 

scholarship has meant 

to her.  

   

 

 Marie OôNeil with                                                         
Nicole 

                                          

            Samantha  

 

           Richard with  

                Allison Fulton 

 
                             Larry Andrea with Maryoly 

 

Disha Damania Providing the Inspiring 

Closing Remarks (left).  
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Letôs Go Dancing: 
     

As we pointed out last week, Caryl 

Luchessi is chairing the Passing of the 

Gavel Dinner Dance June 26
th
, and hopes 

that we will all come.  It will be a semi-

formal (black tie optional) affair at the 

Ridgewood Country Club. Cocktails will 

be at 6:30 pm, and dinner at 7:00 pm.  It is 

only $50.00 a person and will be a great 

source of fellowship. Caryl needs the 

money by June 12
th
. We hope to see all of 

you there for a very festive time. 

 

 Luncheon Tidbits: 

  
New Members:  David Santucci was inducted several weeks 

ago, and we expected to induct Marnie Teatro and Susan 

Almeida soon.  We are lucky to have these 3 fine folks in the 

Club. Get to know them. They are great people.    

  

Four Way Test Business of the Week: 

   While 

vacationing at 

Rahoboth Beach, 

in Delaware, this 

week, your Editor 

discovered another 

remarkable person 

who met the 

criteria of the 4 

Way Test. Twelve 

of  us who were 

     A Group of Fishing Shacks in Tangier           attending a family 

reunion took a boat trip to a small island fishing village, 

Tangier, off the coasts of  Maryland and Virginia.  The island 

has been so isolated, the inhabitants still speak with an 

Elizabethan accentðoften using words and phrases that are 

incomprehensible to the uninitiated.   

    My sister-in-law, Joan Welsh, wanted to buy a book about 

the history of the community, it was $30.00 and she only had a 

20. The museum manager told her, ñJust give me the 20.  You 

look like a decent,  honest person to me. Just mail us the other 

$10.00 when you get the chanceðand enjoy the book.ò  Now 

thatôs trust you rarely see today.   

 

District Assembly, 4/23/09.  Don’t miss the next one.           

 

    Make  ups: 
Mon. 12:15 pm, Norwalk, Norwalk Inn 

Mon. 6:15 pm, Newtown, Inn at Newtown, 19 Main St. 

Mon. 6:00 pm, Brkfld, Mario’s Pasta Garden, 174 Federal Rd., Brkfld 

Tues. 12:15 pm, Westport, Inn at Longshore, 260 Compo Rd, So 

Wed. 12:15 pm, Danbury, Ethan Allen Inn 

Wed. 6:00 pm, Ridgefield, Parks and Recreation 

Thurs. 12:15 pm New Canaan, Roger Sherman Inn 

Fri. 12:15 pm, Wilton, Trackside Restr. 

Fri. 7:30 Danbury Sunrise, The Club at WestConn, 

               Westside Campus 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

We Need to See Our Future Clearly: It’s the Vision Thing 
  We had a plea from Pam Burdett-Miller to attend the 

upcoming Visionary Program again this week. The Club needs 

your input. Mark your calendar for June 23
rd.  

 

Thought for the Day: 

 
Rotarians on the Move 

while Standing Still-  

 

While you are eating 

lunch at the Inn, and 

think you arenôt going 

anywhere at that 

moment, think again. 

The earth is spinning on 

its axis at about 850 

miles per hour, it is 

going around the sun at 

67,000 mph, and it is 

rushing toward the 

Andromeda galaxy at 80 

miles per second. Our 

little blue sphere has come a long way, and still has a long way to go. 

Just sit back, appreciate the meal, and enjoy the ride. 
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