
  

 

 

President Allison’s Corner 
 

     Last week's message was 
intended to inspire members to give 
us some suggestions for club activities 
for next year. This will be a huge help 
to our incoming president, Carol. Also, 
the development of our strategic plan 
depends on trying to match some 
actions to some of our objectives.  
  At the final board meeting last night, 
there were a number of comments 
about how we might improve the 
amount of publicity we get. Next year 
Jim Gargan and I will be heading up 

that effort. We welcome your comments and suggestions on 
how we should proceed. 
   Have a great week!  
   
Marvin Paige Would Still Like to Know: 

    Have you contributed your $100 as a RI Foundation 
Sustaining Member? Time is nearly over on Allison’s watch. It 
would be great if we ended up with 100% participation as we 
have in the past. Get out your checkbook as you read this 
column, please. Thanks. 
 
   Amber Alert- 

7/25,  11 am-4 pm, Village Fair Days, New Mlfd  

7/26,  10 am-4 pm,  Village Fair Days, New Mlfd  

9/6, 12 noon-7 pm, Taste of Dbry, Cty Cntr 

9/7,  12 noon-7 pm, Taste of Dbry, Cty Cntr 

10/18, 10 am-4 pm, Reed Mdl Schl, Newtown 

 

  Speakers: 

6/18- Ralph Welsh, 6/18- Ralph Welsh, My kookie 

blog,  
http://rotariansjesusandtalkingplants.blogspot.com/ 

 

 Guests of Jane 

Didona: 

Jonathan 

Hayes, Dr. Alex 

Johnston (our 

speaker) and 

Lisa Whitfield. 

Jane is on the 

far right. 

 

 

Congratulations Julie. Our District 

Governor,  2010-2011.  We were surprised 

to find that many of our members were 

unaware that Julie Reppenhagen, of our 

own Sunrise Club, will be our District 

Governor in two years. We are sure she will 

drop by, fairly often, as she has in the past. 

We are all very proud of her elevation to 

such a rarified position. Good going, Julie.  

 

 

 

 

June 11th Meeting-  
Alex Johnston of ConnCan: Great Schools for 

All; Leveling out the Playing Field in 

Education-  
   Our speaker, today, was unusually well 

prepared to take on the task of attempting to 

improve our Connecticut school system, 

which has the dubious distinction of having 

the widest gap in the nation between the 

most successful schools and our least 

successful schools. Closing this gap requires 

a major effort, and a will to make make 

things change. Alex Johnston thinks the task 

can be accomplished; being a Rhodes 

Scholar, having a degree from Harvard, and 

a PhD from Oxford, he has the credentials of 

which few can claim to have.  

   He points out that educators need to be creative. When one 

school was troubled with their poor attendance, they pushed it 

up to 85% by putting a laundromat in the basement. And why 

did this work? Because many of the disadvantaged students 

were ashamed to come to school with dirty clothes. 

  Johnson believes that we must fulfill five major goals:  

1- Expand the access to high-quality schools. 

2- Work toward creative- innovative new public 

schools. 

3- Recruit top-flight teachers and administrative 

personnel in our failing urban schools. 

4- Help the troubled districts implement proven school 

improvement models; help them get away from 

business as usual. 

5- Ensure transparency and public accountability for 

how schools perform. 
   The speaker held up an example of a failing school just 
down the street from his office, in Hartford. Recently, a group 
of youngsters ran into the school with guns blazing, and one-
third of the teachers leave the school for safer and more 
rewarding jobs each year. Some children end up with 
substitute teachers for the entire school year. He feels we can 
do a lot better than this, but the schools need help, and need 
to know that change is possible. The speaker closed with the 
comment, “I know it is a big challenge, but I believe positive 
change is possible if we all do our part,” and for the club, this 
involved signing a petition in support of our speaker’s 
remarkable and ambitious agenda.     

 
 

 
Doug Mann signs a petition with the 
hope of helping ConnCan 
change our school system in a way 
that will give every child in the state 
an equal chance for a high quality 
education. 
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Passing of the Gavel Dinner-Dance: 
   Caryl Lucchesi  continues to remind us to prepare to 
attend the Passing of the Gavel Dinner Dance, at the 
Ridgewood Country Club. It will be held June 20th, and we 
expect to open the bar at 6:30 pm. For only $50 a person, 
one not only can have a great time (black tie optional) but 
one can dance to a great band until one’s feet (or ears) give 
out, whichever comes first. Don your Paul Harris medallions, 
and enjoy a very special night.  

 

Luncheon Tidbits:  

 
 Our guests are 
perplexed and 
amused to see 
Marvin Paige 
plunge his hand 
into the fruit salad 
to make sure it 
has been properly 
chilled. Of course, 
that’s just a 
guess. We could 

be wrong.  
 
 

 

 

Sorry to Hear that Norman 

Urquhart’s wife has been ailing. 

Apparently the problem is still 

unsolved. We hope that things 

change soon for the better. Our 

prayers are with Ernestine. 

 

 
 

Amber Alert- Bob Vetter informs us that we 

have placed 17,450 kids in the system since 

the program began. Congratulations to Bob 

and Sheila for this remarkable milestone. We 

need to hold a bash at 20,000!  

 

 

Raffle- Mike Searing pulled the 3 of clubs for Peter Darling. 

Mike insists he tried to pull the King, and offered the not-so-

comforting message he was only 9 cards off. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When our speaker 

has a message, our 

Club always listens. 

 

 

 

 

A Very Special 

Couple Celebrates 

their 46
th

 Wedding 

Anniversary:  
   Marvin and Carol Paige 

have now been married 46 

years. Four more years, 

and Marvin will have to 

come up with the gold. 

Congratulations, folks. If 

you were in Hollywood, 

you might have enjoyed 6 

months together. Na. 

You’d still be hitched. 

  Make Ups: 
Mon. 12:15 pm, Norwalk, Silvermine Tavern 

Mon. 6:00 pm, Newtown, Inn at Newtown 
Tues. 12:15 pm, Westport, Inn at Longshore 

Wed. 12:15 pm, Danbury, Ethan Allen Inn 

Wed. 6:00 pm, Ridgefield, Parks and Recreation 
Wed. 6:30 pm, Brookfield, Bailey’s Backyard Rest. 

Thurs. 12:15 pm New Canaan, Roger Sherman Inn 

Fri. 12:15 pm, Wilton, Silvermine Tavern 
Fri. 7:30 Danbury Sunrise, The Club at WestConn, 

               Westside Campus 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thought for the Day- Billions of years ago some witless bits of 

matter slammed together until out popped Kobayashi—the Japanese 

hot dog devouring king. How carbon and oxygen atoms should have 

ever developed a taste for frankfurters is mysterious. But there you 

have it, and it probably happened on other worlds, too.   

             Bob Berman’s Strange Universe, Astronomy Magazine 
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