
 

 

 

President Allison’s Corner 
 

 
  This week I am collecting "gourmet 
goodies" for one of the baskets  
we will raffle off at the Spelling Bee. I 
have a pretty good collection so far 
and I’ve spent another $40 at the UK 
Gourmet in Newtown, but we could 
use more delectables from your 
cupboards if you care to share. Please 
bring them with you to the meeting on 
Wednesday. Next week I will be 
starting on the "entertainment" 
theme....pretty wide open ...can you 

donate passes for skating sessions at the Danbury Ice Arena, 
movie tickets, a DVD, a backgammon board, etc.?  Use your 
imagination. I will do my best to get the baskets assembled. 
Once we have them filled , we can use them for inspiration. If 
we do one from Club donations each week, we will have one 
really terrific raffle at the time of the Bee!! Have a great time 
over the next few weeks.  

 

Speakers: 
 

1/30  Pamela Hochstetter Art as a tool for self discovery, 

            healing and revitalization.  

2/6   William Knight –  

2/13  Brigid Guerten -History of  Valentines Day in 

            Danbury 

2/20  Club Assembly. 

2/27  Open.   

 

Student of the Month 

 

Cheri Jowdy, Alex 

Jowdy, and John Jowdy 

pay careful attention to 

our speaker. Cheri and 

John are the parents of 

our Student of the 

Month, Alex Jowdy.  

 

 

 

 

Elaine Malgieri presents Alex 

with his certificate. An 

outstanding scholar, his list of 

achievements is a mile long, 

including being a member of 

the school winning cross 

country team, attendee at a 

youth leadership conference 

in Orlando, Florida, and a volunteer for the Special Olympics. 

His dad generously dropped $10 in our bucket. Thanks dad. 

 

 

 

 

January 23rd Meeting-  

Banker Lisa Ann Allaby: The Current 

Mortgage Dilemma- 
   
Our speaker today was not very 
optimistic about the mortgage 
market, an alarming situation all of us 
have been reading about for the past 
month. She leveled with the club, 
saying, “I fear there is more bad news 
ahead.”  Although the Feds reduced 
the discount rate, she informed us 
that mortgage interest rates are not 
tied to the discount rate and could 

either go up or down depending on 
other factors in the economy—mainly the 
bond market. She cautioned people not 
to go out and invest in the housing 
market yet. The banks are still trying to 
get maximum money out of their 
foreclosures, but as the situation 
worsens, the bargains will likely surface. 
She told us that last year was the worst 
year for foreclosures, yet, but this year 
could surpass last year’s dismal showing. 
Instead of moving money around as 
bankers usually do, she has found 
herself doing a lot of counseling. Many 

people are trying to blame the brokers solely for the mess we 
are in, but she feels that there were also too many consumers 
who expected the boom to go on indefinitely, and saw 
property that they just had to have without thinking of the 
future possibility a downturn could occur—as is periodically 
the case. Apparently there is a lot of pain out there yet to 

come.  

 
(left) Larry 

Andrea 

appears to be 

initially asking 

the speaker if 

she could 

arrange two 

speculative mortgages for him. (right) Larry cancels the 

request after the speaker has spoken. 
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Luncheon Tidbits- 

Tom Tazza Newly 

Drafted to Scholarhip 

Committee:  
Watch out for President 

Allison. An unsuspecting 

Tom Tazza was told they 

were going to do this thing 

together. It turns out it was 

work on the Scholarship 

Committee. Tom accepted.  

 

A “B” Word from Marvin Paige: 

Think Spelling Bee:  Think Theme Baskets: 

   While you are out and about this weekend, secure 

items for Spelling Bee theme baskets.  I suggest 

restaurant gift certificates, wine, movies, books, Citi 

Group stock certificates, etc.    Marvin Paige 

 

Marvin’s Definition for the Day: 

Flatulence: An emergency vehicle that picks up 

someone who has been run over 

by a steamroller. 

 

R I News: In our February issue, of  The Rotarian, 

RI President Wilf Wilkinson has chosen to quote 

Ralph Waldo Emerson: “Peace cannot be achieved 

through violence; it can only be achieved through 

understanding.” What a great message. He admits 

that Rotary will never be able to solve all of the 

world’s problems but through our service, we can 

and do bring people together in peace to help each 

other. He further points out that all of  Rotary’s 

projects are designed to build understanding 

between the people of the world and help in 

bringing peace. February is World Understanding 

Month. We all must do our part in participating in 

this goal.  

 
Larry Andrea got the entire Club talking when he suggested 

we ought to invest in land 

in Florida, or was it land 

in Bangladesh? We forgot 

which. However, everyone 

seems to agree he did the 

right thing in changing his 

mind. And if you believe 

this really happened, the 

Editor has some great 

land he would like to sell 

you cheap.  
 

 

…And the Winner of the 

Weekly 

Drawing was Will Houston. He 

didn’t pull the big card, but he 

won enough to buy 20 air fills for 

the tires of his car. 
 

 

 

 

Make up locations: 
Mon. 12:15 pm, Norwalk, Silvermine Tavern 

Mon. 6:00 pm, Newtown, Inn at Newtown 

Tues. 12:15 pm, Westport, Inn at Longshore 

Wed. 12:15 pm, Danbury, Ethan Allen Inn 

Wed. 6:00 pm, Ridgefield, Parks and Recreation 

Wed. 6:30 pm, Brookfield, Bailey’s Backyard Rest. 

Thurs. 12:15 pm New Canaan, Roger Sherman Inn 

Fri. 12:15 pm, Wilton, Silvermine Tavern 

Fri. 7:30 Danbury Sunrise, The Club at WestConn, 

               Westside Campus 
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